GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE AGENDA
March 2, 2020 at 1:30 p.m.
Location: Legislative Chambers
Committee members: Ed Bronson, Dick Harper, Carlie Chilson, Tim Cutler, Jim Multer, Bonnie
Percy




Ed and Carlie will sign the audit this month
Approve minutes of the February meeting
Public Comment

Legislative Operations
 Meeting with Tom O’Mara and Phil Palmesano originally scheduled for February 28th
was cancelled. Awaiting a reschedule date.
 Yates Tobacco Asset Securitization Corporation (YTASC) meeting is scheduled for
March 9th at 11:00 a.m.
 Yates County will host the Inter-County Association of Western New York meeting on
April 17 at the Top of the Lake. Gathering begins at 9:30 a.m. with the meeting starting
at 10:00 a.m. Yates legislators are welcome to attend. It is customary for the host
County to provide commemorative items for participants, so Connie is soliciting
donations from vendors and agencies. Nonie and Richard Mayfield (USDA) will present
on ReConnect grant.
 Second session of Water Pollution Prevention Workshops is scheduled for March 23rd at
the Finger Lakes Boating Museum. Sign up through SWIO, FLI, Hobart and William
Smith.
 Judge Doran is not available to speak with the Committee in March or April, but likely
could attend in May. Is that date acceptable to the committee?
 The Chairman has been invited to Keuka College’s Board of Trustees meeting on March
6th to offer input on how the College might partner together for the benefit of the
surrounding communities. Will need input from legislature members, if they so choose,
by Thursday, March 5th.
Elections – Robert Brechko/Robert Schwarting
 February/March Goals and Objectives
Resolutions:
 Resolution Urging Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the State Legislature to Continue
the Funding Commitment for all Costs Associated With Early Voting Reforms
Implemented at the County Level
 Resolution Urging Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the State Legislature to Continue
the Funding Commitment for all Costs Associated With Primary Voting Hours Reforms
Implemented at the County Level
Soil & Water –Colby Petersen
 Program updates
Resolution:
 Legislator Killen – Proclamation Agriculture Month
Cornell Cooperative Extension – Arlene Wilson
 Program updates
IT – Tim Groth
 Monthly statistical report
 Project updates

County Clerk – Lois Hall
 Statistical reports
 DMV updates
 Clerk updates
Clerk of Legislature – Connie Hayes
 Resolution to File County Officers Annual Reports With the Clerk of the Legislature
Personnel – Kerry Brennan
 Administrative Guide update
 Yates County Civil Service Personnel Newsletter
Resolutions:
 Approving Memorandum of Understanding with CDEA Concerning Altering the Work
Hours for a Treasurers Office Employee
 Amend Resolution 57-2020 (Senior Account Clerk Typist)
 Amend Resolution 22-2020 (Authorize Commissioner of Social Services to Create and
Fill Full Time Temporary Fiscal Administrative Office Position)
Acting County Administrator – Nonie Flynn
 Review Project Status Report as it relates to Government Operations
EXECUTIVE SESSION – If needed

To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

Government Operations Committee
Bob Brechko, Rob Schwarting
February 27, 2020
Monthly Report for March 3, 2020 Meeting

State Legislative Update: The legislature corrected a scheduling problem with sending voter
address check cards that resulted from new primary dates. In the Assembly, over 100 new bills
affecting Election Law were filed. In the Senate, several particularly troublesome bills have
been introduced and have high likelihood of advancing. They establish conditions where either
the privacy of the ballot cast is in jeopardy or there is the possibility of politically motivated
interference in the operation of BOEs.
Resolutions proposed: 1) Financial Support for Early Voting; 2) Financial Support for
Extended Primaries
February Goals and Objectives Completed:
 Participated in a Regional Elections Commissioners’ Association Roundtable on new
technologies and best practices. Shared solutions to evolving problems
 Prepared voter lists for the villages.
 Reconfigure Polling Site Staffing plans and submitted to State BOE for approval of the
plans.
 As new information was obtained from the SBOE, continued to revise the BOE webpage
on the YC Website.
 Revised approximately 50% of the elections procedures manual. Incorporated new law
and revised processes in accordance with new technologies.
 Upgraded a portion of the Board’s Emergency Operations plan and procedures.
 Met with Tim Groth to discuss capital budgeting for replacement of older computer
servers and power supply devices
 Publicized the changes in Election Law pertaining to Enrollment and Party Change.
Obtained news media and radio coverage.
 Conducted the annual Petitions Preparation Seminar for Candidates and Party Committee
members on February 12th. Poor attendance reflects the lack of local contests. Major
party personnel are experienced in petitioning processes.
 Provided guidance to parties for petition preparations. Prepared some lists of voters for
the petitioners.
 Prepared and distributed packets of registration forms, absentee voting applications and
pamphlets for voters at approximately 25 public sites.
 Contacted and prepared files for new-hire poll inspectors; completed purge of old poll
inspector files and records; removed retired poll workers from County personnel records.
 Wrote new material for the poll worker manuals and obtained training media/videos from
vendors; incorporate the electronic poll book in training.
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 Reviewed changes to Suite (registration administration software) and evaluate changes
and training needed for incorporation in operating procedures

Goals and Objectives not met and carried forward into March:
 Upgrade the Boards Emergency Operations plan and procedures; test backup equipment
or alternative locations operations at each Polling Site
 Improve/revise new-hire training curriculum and tests
 Created a training environment in the electronic poll books and the Imagecast voting
machines.
 Schedule with IT and complete a bare metal restore of Elections computerized records,
communications with the State and NTS, and the ability to conduct an election following
various interruptions of the County electronic systems. Report outcomes to the state.
 Complete mandatory training by office staff.
 Complete CyberSec annual training by office staff.
 Prepare the training environment for Poll Workers to complete mandatory training as
time permits during primaries.
March Goals and Objectives:
 Town Board meeting presentations scheduled in March
 Region 5 Board of Elections coordination and training meeting March 9th
 High school voter outreach week of March 16th
 Conduct the Penn Yan Village elections March 18th
 Start receiving Political Party membership petitions 3/30 - 4/2.
 Evaluate the operations of an alternative Vote Marking device as a substitute for the
Ballot Marking Device by Dominion that is part of their Imagecast/BMD devices now in
service.
 Mail check cards to voters and begin processing changed addresses
 Begin to prepare the Presidential Primary ballot in response to notices filed by candidates
and parties at the State BOE
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RESOLUTION URGING GOVERNOR ANDREW M. CUOMO AND THE STATE
LEGISLATURE TO CONTINUE THE FUNDING COMMITMENT FOR ALL COSTS
ASSOCIATED WITH EARLY VOTING REFORMS IMPLEMENTED AT THE
COUNTY LEVEL
WHEREAS, counties through local Boards of Elections are responsible for managing
election operations, and paying for all or most of the costs associated with these operations; and
WHEREAS, the 2019 State Legislative Session included many election reforms,
including the authorization of electronic poll books and provisions for early voting; and
WHEREAS, the State’s new early voting law required counties to open polling sites for
early voting for 10 days prior to the 2019 general elections and all subsequent general elections
and primary elections; and
WHEREAS, there are three elections in 2020 that will require counties to provide
opportunities for early voting: the presidential primary, the June primary, and the general
election in November; and
WHEREAS. The enacted SFY 2020 State Budget included $14.7 Million in capital
equipment aid and $10 Million in operational aid support to assist counties with implementing
these election law reforms; and
WHEREAS, the Executive SFY 2021 State Budget proposal includes no funding for
early voting; and
WHEREAS, counties are grateful for the state assistance in 2020, but without continued
state financial assistance, these costs will be borne by county property taxpayers.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the County of Yates urges the Governor and
State Legislature to continue to fund election law reforms at the SFY 2020 levels; and be it
further
RESOLVED, the County of Yates shall forward copies of this resolution to the Governor
Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State Board of Elections,
and all others deemed necessary.
RESOLUTION URGING GOVERNOR ANDREW M. CUOMO AND THE STATE
LEGISLATURE TO CONTINUE THE FUNDING COMMITMENT FOR ALL COSTS
ASSOCIATED WITH PRIMARY VOTING HOURS REFORMS IMPLEMENTED AT
THE COUNTY LEVEL
WHEREAS, counties through local Boards of Elections are responsible for managing
election operations, and paying for all or most of the costs associated with these operations; and
WHEREAS, the 2019 State Legislative Session included many election reforms,
including the lengthening of all primary elections; and
WHEREAS, the State’s new law requires counties to open primary election polling sites
for an additional six hours commencing in 2021; and
WHEREAS. The enacted SFY 2020 State Budget included $10 Million in operational aid
support to assist counties with implementing election law reforms; and

WHEREAS, the Executive SFY 2021 State Budget proposal includes no funding for
longer voting days; and
WHEREAS, counties are grateful for the state assistance in 2020, but without continued
state financial assistance, these costs will be borne by county property taxpayers.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the County of Yates urges the Governor and
State Legislature to continue to fund election law reforms at the SFY 2020 levels; and be it
further
RESOLVED, the County of Yates shall forward copies of this resolution to the Governor
Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State Board of Elections,
and all others deemed necessary.

Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Water in New York State
Protecting Today, Preserving Tomorrow

Yates County Soil &
Conservation District
417 Liberty Street
Penn Yan, New York 14527
(315) 536-5188 fax (315) 536-5136
Colby@ycsoilwater.com

Government Operations Report
March 2020
Watershed Inspection:
Staff are continuing to conduct inspections in the Towns of Barrington, Jerusalem, Milo, Torrey
and the Villages of Dresden and Penn Yan. Staff are finishing up a website for KWIC (Keuka
Watershed Improvement Cooperative). Past due letters are drafted and ready for mailing.

Ag Value Assessment:
Ag Value Assessments are underway. District staff have completed 290 so far in 2020. We
anticipate a total over 300. March 1st is the official deadline for completing the worksheets.

Culvert Inventory
District staff continue working on the culvert inventory and assessment for the Town of
Jerusalem. This 3rd assessment for Jerusalem will complete the entire town and all 112
miles of town roads.

AEM-Agricultural Environmental Management
The 2020 Soil Health Workshop is planned for March 4th at the Finger Lakes Produce Auction.
Advertising will begin early February with a hope for a good turnout. Topics will include runoff
control practices for farmsteads, fields, and manure applications.
Tom has submitted 2 applications under the Climate Resilient Farming grant opportunity and 1
application under Round 26 of the Ag Non Point Source grant program.

DEC Stream Legislation
Discussion of the draft legislation and potential resolution.

2ND ANNUAL YATES COUNTY SOIL HEALTH AND
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP
Sponsored by the Town of Milo Agricultural Advisory Committee
Yates County Soil & Water Conservation District
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Yates County

Wednesday March 4, 2020 at the Finger Lakes Produce Auction
3691 State Route 14A, Penn Yan, NY 14527
8:30 – 9:00

Registration – coffee and donuts – participants seeking recertification credits will sign
in during this time – pesticide credits cannot be issued if signed in late

9:00 am

Welcome – Tom Eskildsen, Yates County Soil & Water Conservation District

9:00 – 11:30 Jerry Martin & Jeff Stoltzfus - Penn State University Extension – Farmstead and field
management practices for water quality and nutrient retention
11:30 – 12:00 Mark Ochs – Ochs Consulting – Nitrogen starter fertilizer management
12:00 – 1:00 Chicken BBQ Lunch and Exhibitions
1:00 – 2:00

Karl Czymmeck – Cornell University Pro-Dairy Program – Manure spreading practices
for improved farmland retention and reduced runoff

2:00 – 3:00

Dave DeGolyer – Western NY Crop Management Association – Invasive species in our
midst – local confirmed Palmer Amaranth, Tall Waterhemp, & Marestail

3:00

Wrap up and final questions

Cost is $5/person pre-registered or $10 day of the event. RSVP required by February 21st to ensure
meal availability. Register in person at the Yates County Soil & Water Conservation District or at the
Himrod Farm Supply Store or by mailing below form with check or cash to Yates County SWCD, 417
Liberty St, Suite 1034, Penn Yan, NY 14527
Financial support for this workshop generously provided by Seneca Lake Pure Waters, Keuka Lake
Association, Lyons National Bank, Bank of the Finger Lakes, Monroe Tractor, LandPro, and Nutrien
Ag Solutions
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
Number of Attendees: ____________________

Total Amount: $_________________

1.0 DEC Pesticide Applicator Credits approved

STATE OF NEW YORK
________________________________________________________________________
5612--A
2019-2020 Regular Sessions

IN SENATE
May 9, 2019
___________
Introduced by Sens. HARCKHAM, ADDABBO, BRESLIN, CARLUCCI, GAUGHRAN,
HOYLMAN, KAVANAGH, KRUEGER, MAY, MAYER, SANDERS, SEPULVEDA, SERRANO,
SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
committed to the Committee on Environmental Conservation -- committee
discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as amended and recommitted
to said committee
AN

ACT to amend the environmental conservation law, in relation to the
protection of certain streams

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 15-0501 of the environmental
conservation law, as amended by chapter 233 of the laws of 1979, is
amended to read as follows:
2. For the purposes of this section, stream shall mean that portion of
any fresh surface watercourse, except lakes or ponds having a surface
area greater than ten acres at mean low water level, for which the
department has adopted or may hereafter adopt pursuant to section
17-030l, any of the following classifications or standards:
AA and AA (T),
A and A (T),
B and B (T),
C and C (T)
Small ponds or lakes with a surface area at mean low water level of
ten acres or less, located in the course of a stream, shall be considered a part of the stream and subject to regulation under this section.
§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a law.

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[ ] is old law to be omitted.
LBD08920-02-9

851 Chemung St.
Horseheads, NY 14845
607-739-2009
607-739-4392 Fax
Memorandum of Opposition
S.5612 (Harckham)/A.8349 (Ryan)

1. Why is this Legislation believed to be necessary?
-New York State Soil and Water Conservation Districts work diligently to protect the
states pristine water quality, habitat, fisheries, private and public infrastructure. Although
we know this bill was put forth with the best of intentions, we as leaders in conservation
are asking why is this Legislation even needed?
-Currently Soil and Water Conservation Districts are leaders in their local communities
assisting public entities, and private citizens with thousands of stream habitat,
stabilization, flood remediation, and flood mitigation projects on an annual basis. We
oversee and install these projects and go through an arduous permitting process that we
can assure you has not been dissolved. Adding class C streams and below as written in
the proposed change to the conservation law would require Article 15 permits for every
one of these projects. Currently Article 15 permits take 4 to 8 months on average to
obtain, many taking longer than a year. The proposed amendment would increase the
volume of permits needed by 40 to 50 times the number of applications. That means the
permitting process would take upwards of 33 months to accomplish.
-These projects save millions of tons of sediment, hundreds of pounds of nutrients and
billions of dollars in damage to public and private infrastructure. This bill while intended
to preserve and protect water quality would inadvertently set conservation efforts back 50
years.
2. What evidence has been presented?
We understand this bill is proposed to protect water quality in the possibilities of federal
deregulation. However, changing the conservation law to include all class C and below
streams in the state for Article 15 permits will encompass tens of thousands of streams in
NY state that have not and will not face any federal deregulation. In addition to all of the
streams without this proposed change already require a water quality certification from
DEC without this change. So the protection being sought by this bill already exists.

3. According to the NYS DEC, NY has good water quality.
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is the regulatory
authority in New York for water quality purposes. They deem that water quality in New
York to be very good. Soil and Water Conservation Districts goals as quanzi sub units of
New York State are to implement conservation to aid in the protection and improvement
of that water quality. The impacts of Harmful Algae Blooms, and especially Climate
Change have made that implementation of conservation practices that much more
important. Short duration high intensity storms have created immense flooding annually

throughout the State of New York. This causes billions of dollars in damages and puts
millions of tons of sediment and its associated nutrients into our surface water bodies.
Passing this bill would not allow for these conservation efforts led by Soil and Water
Conservation Districts to be implemented. This would result in millions of tons more
sediment, hundreds of thousands of more pounds of nutrients, and billions of dollars of
more damage to public and private infrastructure. Huge consequences to the economy
would follow with roads being shut down for years at a time.

4. There are already enough regulations on streams. The NYS DEC already has a process
where they can upgrade the classifications of streams from “C” to “C(T)”, if needed.
Why does it now need to be legislated when it is already regulated?
Once again the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation exists as the
regulatory agency for water quality. They evaluate and determine which streams are
classified, why, and how. This is evaluated and changed on a regular basis. So the
intention of this bill is to protect perceived unprotected streams in New York State.
However, their already exists a process in which all of these streams are already
protected.
5. The Legislature claims no financial impact, but this is entirely incorrect.
Catastrophic economic impacts would persist from the passing of this bill in a
multifaceted format. First and foremost billions of dollars of already stressed and failing
public infrastructure would not be able to be repaired or upgraded in a timely matter.
Setting aside the obvious public safety issues that creates, think about the economic
hardships of our taxpayers having to travel many extra miles to detour around closed
roads. Think about the burden on our taxpayers to replace compromised public
infrastructure completely when stabilization methods would have cost a fraction of that,
or flood mitigation projects that would protect entire communities no longer being
feasible to implement.
Secondly you have a New York State Department of Environmental Conservation office
that has a turn around time of 4 to 8 months at best. That shows there must be an
understaffing, or too high of a workload that already exists. How many millions of dollars
would need to be spent to hire enough DEC staff members to process the added 40 to 50
times of workload? How many millions in just retirement and health care benefits for
those staff members? Is there even enough qualified potential applicants for those
positions and the millions of dollars they would cost? How many millions of dollars of
burden would fall onto our municipalities who would have to hire staff just to complete
the permit applications in order to function as a municipality? How many millions would
have to go to Soil and Water Conservation Districts since not only our municipalities,
highway departments, NYS DEC, NYS DOT rely on us to implement conservation and to
assist with the permit process but so does every private individual within our counties.
6.

The permit process does not change the project or practices that are implemented.
Never once in my nearly forty year career at Chemung County Soil and Water and the
more than 1500 stream projects we have completed during that time has a permit
application during the review process changed what practices were implemented on a
project. Paperwork is submitted and extensive review happens for 4 to 8 months and the
permit is issued. So adding more streams to this format under the proposed bill is not
improving or protecting the quality of the work that will be completed. It is just
increasing the time frame in which the work takes to complete. Example below will
showcase this.

851 Chemung St.
Horseheads, NY 14845
607-739-2009
607-739-4392 Fax
Example #1 For Chemung County under current Legislation in a class “C” Stream
NYS DOT inspects and flags a bridge for issues with the bridge abutments being exposed
due to the stream incising. This often times shuts down this bridge for traffic until repairs
can be made.
The County DPW then will be notified and contact our Soil & Water District to evaluate
the situation. We design an engineered riffle to stop the head-cut and place at an elevation
to have gravel deposition in and around the eroded footer. Our equipment and operator
move to the site and install the engineered rock riffle.
Time frame from start to finish: 1 -5 days to accomplish
Time Frame for the same issue with the proposed Legislation in place:
DOT Flags the bridge and shuts down that bridge for use and notifies the DPW.
The DPW then contacts the Soil and Water Conservation District for assistance.
The District engineers the exact same engineered rock riffle but also fills out and files a
permit application with DEC for Article 15. The NYS DEC through its many individual
and internal divisions review the application. Depending on the application a public
comment period and posting in the paper may be necessary to go along with the permit
application. A permit is obtained and the equipment operator complete the same
engineered rock riffle.
Time frame:

200 to 400 days

That means during this time period the road is closed to traffic due to liability to the
municipality or mandated directly by DOT depending on the severity of the erosion. The
County DPW has to maintain a legal detour to New York State DOT standards
throughout this entire time period. That means checking the signage on that detour at
minimum twice a day for that year plus period. The compromised incising bridge
continues to erode, and if we have a large storm event the possibilities of losing that
multi-million dollar bridge are exponentially greater. This devastating cost instead of
what could have been fixed with $5,000 in materials.

Think of the hourly addition and cost in DEC staffing time, DPW staffing time, Soil and
Water Staffing time, tax payer money in gas and mileage on vehicles, tax payer money
on added fuel and wear and tear on buses, as well as potentially millions of dollars of
differences in repairs and remediation. This doesn’t even take into account the impacts on
emergency vehicles and how this impacts safety and welfare.
New York State Soil and Water Conservation Districts have worked tirelessly to be the
go to agency for on the ground common sense cost effective conservation. We have
created an agency our public entities and private individuals rely on to preserve and
protect and improve our pristine water quality, while also protecting, and improving our
private and public infrastructure. If this legislation were to pass it would dissolve all of
those efforts by the Soil and Water Conservation Districts to build those relationships. To
be the go to agency to get work completed to protect and promote water quality and
safety. The impacts would be devastating to our water quality, to the effects of flooding
in our communities, and to our local economies from direct costs and indirect effects
from reductions in tourism.
As a Legislative body in New York State you have proven to see the value of your Soil
and Water Conservation Districts. You have seen and supported the implementation of
conservation efforts to help remediate and mitigate the impacts of Climate Change, and
Harmful Algae Blooms. You have supported and tried tirelessly to grow the tourism
industry in our state which is showcased around our natural resources and pristine water
quality, as well as our rural character, and our farming industry. You know the need to
protect and upgrade our failing public infrastructure. You have seen the impacts and
devastation flooding has had on our State.
We are asking that you support your Soil and Water Conservation Districts once more.
We have proven the true diversity in shared services efforts and our true partnerships
with our municipalities, our farms, and our private landowners and businesses. This
Legislation if passed would undermine all of the above and have devastating unintended
consequences.

If the leading agency in New York State in on the ground conservation efforts to protect
and improve water quality is asking for a bill that is intended to bolster water quality not
be passed, then it should showcase to you as leaders of our State how negatively this
could impact our State and the very work in which this new bill is trying to aid in. We are
pleading with you to please dissolve this bill.

RESOLUTION
of the
Schuyler County Soil and Water Conservation District
Resolution No.: 1

Date: 2/26/20

Authorizing exemption of Soil and Water Conservation Districts to the proposed changes in
the New York State Environmental Conservation Law.
WHEREAS, bill 5612-A was brought in front of the New York State Senate and introduced by
Harkham, Addabo, Breslin, Carlucci, Gaughran, Krueger, May, Mayer, Sanders, Sepulveda,
Serrano and Skofis on May 9, 2019 (attached to this resolution); and
WHEREAS, the proposed changes would now make an Article 15 permit through the New York
Department of Environmental Conservation necessary for any and all streams statewide; and
WHEREAS, the believed intention of this bill is to counteract federal deregulation and to
protect the pristine water quality in New York State it will have drastic devastation to habitat
improvement, sediment and nutrient reduction through stabilization practice implementation, as
well as complete devastation to public and private infrastructure through flooding impacts; and
WHEREAS, Soil and Water Conservation Districts have established extensive stream
remediation and habitat improvement programs and are the point people for all private and
public stream work in our communities. Soil and Water Conservation districts have the
education, experience, equipment, and relationships with both public and private entities and
individuals. Soil and Water Conservation Districts conserve millions of tons of sediment,
hundreds of thousands of pounds of nitrogen, phosphorous and other nutrients from impacting
our pristine water quality through these programs on an annual basis. Soil and Water
Conservation Districts also protect billions of dollars of public and private infrastructure
annually through these programs; and
WHEREAS, the Soil and Water Conservation Districts already apply for permitting on these
added streams through the Army Corps of Engineers and will continue to do so.; and
WHEREAS, the Soil and Water Conservation Districts on our CT stream classification have to
apply for Article 15 permits already. These permits take 4-8months currently due to New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation back log..; and
WHEREAS, the new proposed regulations although well intended would create the need for
more than 40 times the applications to go to the New York DEC. Based on the current back log
and time frame for permitting this would hold up projects 26 months at minimum..; and
WHEREAS, the permit applications submitted by New York State Soil and Water Conservation
Districts to New York DEC have never changed the implementation or practices installed on the
project through the permit process; and

WHEREAS, sediment and nutrient loading are creating health concerns and loss of recreation
due to Harmful Algae Blooms..; and
WHEREAS, climate change is creating devastating flooding impacts annually. New York State
Soil and Water Conservation Districts have proven to be the lead agency heading recovery
efforts and implementing thousands of projects annually to help mitigate future impacts.; and
WHEREAS, if this bill is passed as is millions of more tons of sediment, hundreds of thousands
of more tons of nutrients annually will impact our pristine water quality due to loss of the
abilities of New York State Soil and Water Conservation Districts to implement programs and
projects to combat these issues. Flooding impacts will increase exponentially and billions of
dollars of loss of public and private infrastructure will be lost; and
WHEREAS, Soil and Water Conservation Districts are quanzi sub units of the State of New
York; and
WHEREAS, New York State organization, such as, New York State Department of
Transportation and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation have been
exempted from this proposed law; and

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Schuyler County Soil and Water
Conservation District Board
1) That the Schuyler County Soil and Water Conservation Board of Directors on behalf
of the Schuyler County Soil and Water Conservation District formerly request an amendment to
the proposed law to exempt Soil and Water Conservation Districts from the proposed changes to
the New York State Soil and Water Conservation District Law for needing Article 15 permits for
class C and below streams. ;
2) That one (1) certified copy of this Resolution be prepared and sent to the New York
State Committee on Environmental Conservation, New York State Senator O’mara, New York
State Assemblyman Palmesano, New York State Farm Bureau, New York State Soil and Water
Conservation District’s Employees Association, the New York State Association of
Conservation Districts, and the Schuyler County Highway Association.
3) That this resolution take effect immediately.
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly passed and adopted by the Schuyler year
2020.
Signature____________________________, Title_____________________________________

This is from Environmental Conservation Law of NY Volume #1 (Gould Publications) Page 256 & 257

TITLE 5—PROTECTION OF WATER
SEC.
15-0501.
Protection of certain streams; disturbances of stream beds; permit.
15-0503.
Protection of [streams; dams and docks] water bodies; permit.
15-0505.
Protection of navigable waters; excavation or fill; permit.
15-0507.
Structures impounding waters; inspection.
15-0509.
Bonds.
15-0511.
Alterations to watercourses and lakes; inspection and correction; illegal
impounding of waters.
15-0513.
Liability of subcontractor, employee or agent.
15-0514.
Prohibition of certain incompatible uses over either primary groundwater
recharge areas or federally designated sole source aquifers.
15-0515.
Review.
§15-0501. Protection of certain streams; disturbances of stream
beds; permit.
1. Except as provided in subdivisions 4, 5, 6 and 7 of this section, no
person or public corporation shall change, modify or disturb the course,
channel or bed of any stream as defined in subdivision 2, or remove any
sand, gravel or other material from the bed or banks of such a stream
without a permit issued pursuant to subdivision 3 of this section.
2. For the purposes of this section, stream shall mean that portion of
any fresh surface watercourse, except lakes or ponds having a surface
area greater than ten acres at mean low water level, for which the
department has adopted or may hereafter adopt pursuant to section
17-0301, any of the following classifications or standards:
AA and AA (T),
A and A (T),
B and B (T),
C (T)
C and C (T)---------Added by new Legislation
Small ponds or lakes with a surface area at mean low water level of
ten acres or less, located in the course of a stream, shall be considered
a part of the stream and subject to regulation under this section.
3.
Permit.
a. Before granting a permit, a permit renewal or a permit
modification pursuant to this section, the department shall ascertain the
Water Resources
probable effect on the health, safety and welfare of the people of the
state, and the effect on the natural resources of the state, including soil,
forests, water, fish and aquatic resources therein, likely to result from
the proposed project or work.
b.
In order to minimize the disturbance of a stream and in order to
prevent unreasonable erosion of soil, increased turbidity of the waters,
irregular variations in velocity, temperature and level of waters, the loss

of fish and aquatic wildlife and the destruction of natural habitat
thereof, and the danger of flood or pollution, the department shall review
the permit application or request for renewal or modification of an
existing permit and may approve the manner and the extent to which
the stream bed or channel may be changed, altered or modified and may
limit the quantity of sand, gravel or other material to be removed,
designate the location in the bed, channel or banks of the stream from
which the sand, gravel or other material may be removed, or it may deny
the permit or request.
c.
The rules and regulations adopted by the department to implement
this section and the provisions of article 70 of this chapter and rules and
regulations adopted thereunder shall govern the processing of permit
applications, renewals, modifications, suspensions and revocations
under this section.
4.
No permit under this section shall be required of any local public
corporation which has entered into a written memorandum of understanding with the department establishing the plan of operation to be
followed in carrying out projects or work affecting water courses so as
to afford proper protection to the public beneficial uses of such water
courses.
5.
No permit under this section shall be required of any state
department, state public corporation or County Soil and Water Conservation District. (What
we would propose to add)
State departments and state public corporations may enter into a written memorandum of understanding with the department concerning projects or work of the type
for which a permit would be required under this section if the project or
work was undertaken by a person or local public corporation. The
memorandum may establish procedures for review by the department
of the plans for such projects or work and for written recommendations
by the department with respect thereto.
6.
No permit under this section shall be required for emergency work
in a stream or on its banks which is immediately necessary to protect
the health, safety and well-being of any person or persons or to prevent
damage to personal or real property, provided that the department is
given written notification by registered mail or telegraph within fortyeight hours after the commencement of the work and within forty-eight
hours following the completion of such work. Whenever emergency work
is performed as provided in this subdivision, it shall be performed in a
manner that will cause the least change, modification, disturbance or
damage to the course or bed of the stream and its banks.
7.
No permit under this section shall be required for certain agricultural activities of persons and corporations actively cultivating land
devoted to agriculture whether or not the same be along a stream or
watercourse as described in subdivision 2; providing that these agricultural activities consist only of crossing and recrossing of such streams
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New York Association of Conservation Districts
c/o Steuben County SWCD
415 W. Morris Street
Bath, NY 14810
www.nyacd.org

February 20, 2020

Honorable Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
NY Executive Chambers
State Capital
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Honorable Governor Cuomo,
I’m writing to you on behalf of the New York State Association of Conservation Districts regarding the
Assembly Bill 8349 (Assemblyman Ryan)/Senate Bill 5612-A (Harckham) as it relates to the NYS DEC
permitting to add class C streams to the Protection of Waters Regulatory Program.
As this relates to how this change would affect the NY Soil & Water Conservation Districts (SWCD’s)
and how they would implement projects within the class C streams. This would be a huge impact to
Counties and SWCD’s as they work to protect New York’s waterways/streams. This would cause huge
delays and would hinder Farmers & Landowners along these streams to work with Soil & Water Districts
to protect their land and complete necessary projects.
We ask that you not move forward with this bill and/or make Soil & Water Conservation Districts exempt
from the need of a permit to class C streams.
Thanking you in advance for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Blanche L. Hurlbutt
NYACD Executive Director

New York Association of Conservation Districts
c/o Steuben County SWCD
415 W. Morris Street
Bath, NY 14810
www.nyacd.org

MEMORANDUM of OPPOSITION
Assembly Bill 8349 (Assemblyman Ryan) / Senate Bill 5612-A (Harckham)
AN ACT TO AMEND THE ENVIORMENTAL CONSERVATION LAW, IN
RELATION TO THE PROTECTION OF CERTAIN STREAMS.
Date: 2/20/2020
New York Association of Conservation Districts, the state’s largest soil & water conservation districts
advocacy organization, respectfully requests your opposition to the above referenced legislation. If
enacted, this bill would categorize class C waterways as streams adding them to the list of protected
streams under the Protection of Waters Regulatory Program within the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC).
Currently, a permit for disruption of class AA, A, B, or C with a standard of (T) or (TS) is required by
under law. Water bodies with year-round flow and that do not appear on electronic maps are assigned the
classification of the water body into which it feeds. If that water body is C(T) or higher, a permit is
required. This legislation would further regulate waterways that already have safeguards in place, causing
a cascade effect moving further upstream to areas that only have intermittent or seasonal flow.
The addition of class C streams to the Protection of Waters Regulatory Program would hinder farmers,
landowners, Soil & Water Districts the ability to quickly clear water ways, waiting to obtain a permit
could be time consuming and farmers and landowners do not have extra time when protecting their crops
from nature’s elements. It is important the DEC can prioritize the processing of permits on critical
waterways and not use up the limited resources available on less pressing matters. It would also be a huge
impact to Counties and Soil and Water Conservation Districts project implementation(s).
For these reasons, New York Association of Conservation Districts requests your opposition to this
legislation.

NYACD, Blanche L. Hurlbutt, Executive Director, 24 North Street, Edmeston, NY 13335
Blanche_13335@yahoo.com (607) 965-6316

PROCLAMATION
Agriculture Month
WHEREAS, March signifies a national celebration of the importance of food and agriculture in
the United States as it provides almost everything we eat and use each day. This month we recognize and
celebrate the diversity and abundance provided by New York’s farms and our growing food and
agricultural sector and the contributions of Allegany County’s family farmers.

WHEREAS, there are 33,400 farms in New York State and 6,900,000 acres of operated
farmland; and
WHEREAS, the agricultural industry in New York State contributed more than $5.4
billion in agricultural economy sales to the New York economy each year; and
WHEREAS, with farmland occupying nearly one quarter of New York State’s land area,
agriculture also promotes New Yorker’s quality of life in other ways, including providing access
to fresh, locally sourced food, preserving open space, and enhancing communities through
farmer’s markets and other such activities; and
WHEREAS, recognizing the month of March as Agriculture Month in Yates County
provides the opportunity for all residents of Yates County and New York to better appreciate
agriculture’s breadth and beauty, how food and fiber products are produced, and the role
agriculture plays in providing safe, abundant, and affordable products; and
WHEREAS, commemorating Agriculture month will build awareness of the benefits of
the agricultural industry in Yates County and encourage young people to consider agriculture as
a career; and
FURTHERMORE, I urge all New Yorkers to join me in recognizing the importance of
our food and agriculture industry, to thank a farmer for providing the food we eat, and to help
celebrate every month with meals made from a variety of New York State products;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Douglas Paddock, Chairman of the Yates County Legislature, do
hereby proclaim the month of March 2020 as Agriculture Month in Yates County.

Workshops/
Ed. Events
Agriculture
SMV Workshop

Slow Moving Vehicles

Fruit
Vegetable Crops

Klaas Marten Farm visit

Yates Cooperative Extension ‐ Program Report Summary
February
Farm/Home Visits
Office Visits/
Month's
Annual Goal
Year to Date Annual Goal
People Reached
Phone/ Email
Workshops/Ed.Events Worshops/Ed. People reached People
10
3
1
170
290
1
132
3
3
8
2
98
100

Grape Program

1

Dairy/Livestock/Field Crops
Energy
Food Safety

Ed/farm outreach
OFRR

5
1

1

1

Pesticide Safety

0

2

Soil Health Education

0

2

1

Farmland Protection
Social Media posts
Social Media Videos

1
3

Bean Sorter
Dry beans, Tools, Field Crop

0
58
23
1
2
0
3
203
292

100
20
50
20

Horticuture
Community Garden Projects

0

6

Master Gardener Projects

0

4

1

Master Gardener General

0

Garden Ed. Workshops

0

3

Social Media Videos

0

3

Miscellanous workshops

0

Home Efficiency Workshop

edition published

In House Publications

Master Forest Owner Annual Report
Hiking Guide
Gardening Matters newsletter
Lake Friendly Living Guide
Harvest NY
Finger Lakes Grape Program
Cornell Vegetable Program
Dates for Yates [4‐H newsletter]

articles published
1
1

Chronicle Express
The Observer

6
6

Finger Lakes Times

2

Lake to Lake Bulletin

2

F.L.A.M.E.

5

4‐H Youth Events/Trips

8 calls, 81
texts/emails
Spaghetti Dinner

1

4‐H Clubs
4‐H Youth Workshops
Non 4‐H Youth Workshops

50

5
0
0
0
30 families

250

I-H Club
Pretzel Making/Movie Night
DPL: Healthy Drinks

4
1
2
1

Extended Day Youth‐DCSD

18

Extended Day Youth‐PYSD

12

500
500

articles to date
1
1
0
0
0

70

30
20
30

St. Michaels
Rainbow

100

30
4
10 [13]
20
24
5

4‐H Teen Council
4‐H Public Presentations

30
300

30

0
0

Youth Programs
4‐H Enrolled Youth Communications

200

copies to date
150
30
12
10

Keuka Food Pantry brochure*
CCE Annual Report

External Publications

0
0
1
0
0
6

Maple Syrup & Pancakes

1

20
1

Conservation Field Day

2

Summer Programming

10
160
300
250

4‐H Events
0

Nutrition
Eat Smart NY Workshops

0

Eat Smart NY Outreach Events

0

2

Fruit/Veggie Prescription Prgrm

0

6

1

17

Life Skills Programming
TANF Workshops

6

Client Case Management

7

20
6

20

1

Natural Resources
Earth Day

8

Master Forest Owner Program

1
1

Terrestrial Invasive Species
Wateshed Education
Research Projects

1

Social Media Post
Community Development
Fairgrounds
Other

* FLCC Intern project

Upcoming Events:

3

2
2
67

5000
300

Soil Health Workshop

March 4th

Pesticide Safety- Spanish

March 23rd

On-Farm Mortality Composting March 27
Gardening Matters Day

April 4th

Sustainable Lawn Care April 18th
Earth Day

April 22

Arbor Day

April 24th

M. G. Plant Sale
PYE Garden Club

May 16th
May 4 to June 4th

Seed to Supper
Gardening Ed. Series
Keuka Park
Rushville

May 11 to June 8th

Pesticide Applicator
Training Course

December 7 & 9th

417 Liberty Street
Penn Yan, New York 14527
t. 315-536-5123
f. 315-536-5117
Email: yates@cornell.edu
http://yates.cce.cornell.edu
http://facebook.com/CCEYates

February 10, 2020
Name, Position
Town of XXXXX
Street Address
City, State, Zip Code
Dear >>Name:<<
In celebration of Arbor Day, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Yates is offering free tree saplings to municipalities within
Yates County. CCE Yates will provide five [5] free saplings to each municipality that responds, as well as supplies to help
support successful planting of each tree. Based on the availability of tree species from NYS DEC, William F. Fox
Memorial Saratoga Tree Nursery, with consideration to species tolerance of town environments, a selection of different
tree species has been pre-selected for your Arbor Day tree planting package.
Increasing tree canopy cover in our town environments is a major capital asset. Trees provide not only aesthetic value to
the landscape, they create an environment that benefits our overall well-being, providing a community that is healthy and
welcoming to its residents and visitors. Having tree canopy cover in towns reduces levels of air and noise pollution,
increases property values, and attracts tourists to local businesses. Strategically placed trees can save on energy costs for
both heating and cooling needs. Trees also protect our water resources by reducing stormwater runoff and soil erosion.
Being in environments with tree canopy cover also improves our physical and mental well-being.
Join our efforts this Arbor Day as we celebrate the many benefits trees provide to us on a daily basis by accepting and
planting five trees in your town, which will support the overall well-being of your local community for many generations
to come. If your municipality would like to be a recipient of our Arbor Day tree planting package, which includes: one [1]
red oak, one [1] bear oak, one [1] northern white cedar, one [1] gray dogwood, one [1] silky dogwood, planting
instructions for bare root trees, information about each of the selected tree species, and a tree tube, stakes, and weed
barrier cloth for each tree, please contact CCE Yates Natural Resources Educator, Laura Bailey at (315) 536-5123 or
lb698@cornell.edu by March 23, 2020. Your municipality is responsible for pick-up and planting of trees.
We look forward to providing your town with the gift of trees this Arbor Day that your community will receive the
benefits from for many years to come. Please respond as soon as possible to ensure availability of trees and supplies.
Sincerely,

Laura M. Bailey
Laura Bailey
Natural Resources Educator
“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is now.” – Chinese Proverb

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with
Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities

The Yates County Master Gardeners Present:

Saturday, April 4th, 2020
8:30 AM-12:30 PM
Yates County Auditorium
417 Liberty Street, Penn Yan, NY 14527
Speakers and Topics:
 Petra Page-Man (Fruition Seeds): Seed-

saving and vegetable companion planting
 John Rogers (NYS Bluebird Society):

Bluebirds and making bluebird boxes
 Colby Petersen (Yates County Soil &

Water): Lake-friendly Gardening

Event Information:


Fee: $15 per person (Pre-registration is
required!)



All attendees will receive free flower and
vegetable seeds.



There will be an raffle for great gardening prizes
donated by fantastic local businesses.



Refreshments will be served.



Bring your own reusable mug to receive an extra
raffle ticket!

YATES COUNTY INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
417 Liberty Street, Suite 2027
Penn Yan, New York 14527
Phone: 315-531-3444
Fax: 315-531-3226

MEMORANDUM
To:

Government Operations Committee

From:

Tim Groth
I.T. Director

Date:

February 26, 2020

Re:

Report for February 2020

SUMMARY


Help-Desk calls
o



In the month of January, the I.T. Help Desk took in 245 calls

I.T. Project Update Summary
o
o
o
o
o

Firewall Upgrade
Update on action items on the STN and Empire Access POP
KnowBe4 Cyber Security Annual Training
Kickoff with Fujitsu/Corning on Board Ready Study for STN and the 4 County Coalition
GIS Committee Update

Project Updates


Firewall Upgrade
We successfully performed the upgrade to the new Firewall units on February 17th with the
assistance from Layer 3 Technologies and Entre Computer Services. We will be working on
cutting over to the new Internet circuit, SPAM filtering and Anti-Virus software in the weeks to
follow.



Update on action items on the STN and Empire Access POP
I worked with Rural Net to remove their equipment from the STN rack as originally agreed too
when they leased the vendor space in the outer room. We will be drilling three additional conduit
openings between the STN room and the Empire Access room for the purposes of running
additional fiber between the two. We anticipate that this work might cause a significant amount
of cement dust, but are working work Buildings and Grounds along with Empire Access to
address any issues or concerns. Once this work is complete, both Rural Net and Empire access
will be installing Fiber Patch Panels in the STN rack for future services.



KnowBe4 Cyber Security Annual Training
I.T. has updated the Cyber Security Training to the new 2020 modules and will be releasing the
new campaign on March 2nd, so please keep an eye out for this email. We will track the
campaign throughout the month of March and will follow up with department managers on the
status of their users.



Kickoff with Fujitsu/Corning on Board Ready Study for STN and the 4 County Coalition
Nonie and I traveled to Corning on February 18th for the initial kickoff meeting with Fujitsu and
Corning along with several representatives from the other three counties. The meeting provided a
well-developed roadmap on how the data will be collected along with timelines and expectations.
I have started collecting the GIS data information along with additional site information as
requested.



GIS Committee Update
Working with Dan Long, I reached out to our NYS Local Government IT Directors Association
group in order to provide multiple examples of the various County GIS Portal sites for review by
the committee, which was done at our meeting on February 26th.

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE
YATES COUNTY
TO:

Ed Bronson, Chair
Legislators Government Operations Committee

FROM:

Lois Hall, County Clerk

SUBJECT:

Updates—County Clerk’s Office

DATE:

February 27, 2020

STATISTICAL REPORTS
DMV fees for retention collected for January 2020, $19,817.29 with $34,566.84 sales tax
collected. COPRS Internet fees collected year to date $0.

County Clerk transactions 1798 and fees collected $219,240.84. This is a very good start for
2020 as the fees collected in 2019 were $144,745.04. DMV, Recording Fees, Mortgage Tax and
Equalization Assessment are all up.
Child Victims Act filing totals are now at 120. Filings are as follows:
Cayuga County-3
Livingston County-3
Monroe County-112
Ontario County-0
Seneca County-0
Steuben County-1
Wayne County-1
Yates County-0
A notice of additional recording fees for conveyance of real property, effective March 11, 2020
will be sent to the Yates County Bar Association Members and also published on our web site.
A copy of this notice is attached.
Scott Falvey’s opinion was that, “a local law is not needed in this circumstance because the law
already expressly authorizes the County Clerk to set the fee; namely, under RPL 291 the county
clerk is entitled to charge a reasonable fee to cover the cost of mailing the envelope to the owner
of record”.
The state law gives the county clerk the discretion and does not require the County Legislature to
set the fee by local law or otherwise.
January 2020 monthly deed report is attached.
Homeland Security contacted the Commissioner of NYSDMV, Mark Schroeder and Theresa L
Egan, Deputy Commissioner in regards to the Green Light Law limiting DMV records to be
accessed by the United States Department of Homeland Security.

Trusted Traveler Programs- Global Entry, NEXUS, SENTRI and FAST-NY residents will no longer
be eligible to enroll or re-enroll in CBP’s Trusted Traveler Programs.
Vehicle Exports also will be affected
A response from Governor Cuomo is also attached after his meeting with President Trump and
also his response to the acting director of ICE.
DMV computers and camera are down or running very slow daily as there are new systems being
installed in Albany. This will be the norm again for some time down the road. Whenever there is
an update the systems take time to recover and become operational again.

.

.

FILE COUNTY OFFICERS ANNUAL REPORTS WITH CLERK OF LEGISLATURE
RESOLVED, that all County Officers’ reports be filed with the Clerk of the Legislature
by April 1, 2020 and that said copies will be in the form of electronic and hard copy; and be it
further
RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to all County Departments.

Yates County Office of Personnel
417 Liberty Street
Penn Yan, NY 14527
(P) 315.536.5112, (F) 315.536.5118
Yatespersonnel@yatescounty.org

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE AGENDA
MARCH 2020
This is to update you on the recent activity of the Personnel Office.
ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDE UPDATE:
The Labor Attorney is still reviewing this.
YATES COUNTY CIVIL SERVICE PERSONNEL NEWSLETTER
Attached you’ll find the newsletter that was sent out to all appointing authorities throughout Yates County who
fall under my Civil Service jurisdiction (i.e. Towns, Villages, Special Districts and School Districts).
RESOLUTIONS:
1. CSEA MOU Resolution – The reason for the In January Nonie was approved to create and fill a Senior
or Principal Account Clerk Typist position with the understanding she would like the position to 40 hours
a week. In order to accomplish making the position 40 hours a week a Memorandum of Understanding
needs to be adopted and signed by the Chairman of the Legislature as well as the CSEA Union
Representatives. The resolution accomplishing this is attached to with my agenda.
2. Hourly Rate for the Treasurer’s Office Part-Time Senior Account Clerk Typist Position
Resolution – The reason for the Resolution to amend the 2020 Hourly Wage Salary Schedule is to
increase the hourly rate for the part-time Senior Account Clerk Typist position in the Treasurer’s Office
from $18.36 to $25. The hourly rate for Senior Account Clerk Typist (Public Health) will remain
unchanged at $18.36.
3. Amend Temporary Fiscal Administrative Officer Resolution – The Resolution that was adopted on
January 13, 2020 that authorized the DSS Commissioner to create and fill a Temporary Fiscal
Administrative Officer position did not explicitly define the Commissioners intent that the individual hired
would be eligible to receive the same benefits a permanent full-time employee would. Therefore, the
resolution brought before you this month is amending the original resolution to include language that
would allow the incumbent to be eligible for health/dental insurance, leave accrual time, etc.
PERSONNEL RELATED RESOLUTIONS: Prepared by Personnel Officer to be reviewed by the Standing
Committee having jurisdiction over the Department Head making the request:
Finance: None
Government Ops:
 Authorize Chair to Sign MOU (40 Hour Work Week)
 Amend 2020 Hourly Wage Salary Schedule
 Amend – Create and Fill Temporary Fiscal Admin. Officer Position
Human Services: None
Public Safety:
 Authorize Sheriff to Fill Two Positions (Correction Officer)
 Authorize Sheriff to Fill Vacancy (COOK)
Public Works:
 Authorize Highway Superintendent to Fill Position (Senior Account Clerk Typist)

PERSONNEL OFFICE VACANCY REPORT
**New hire orientation and paperwork processing for new hires takes roughly 2 hours per person**
Vacancy Report
Vacant Position
Account Clerk Typist
Assistant DA
Building Maint. Mechanic
Caseworker
Cook
Corrections Officer
Corrections Officer
Corrections Officer
Corrections Officer
Corrections Officer
Corrections Officer
Corrections Officer
Deputy Sheriff
EMS Coordinator
Fiscal Admin Officer
Principal Act. Clerk Typist
Public Defender
Secretary to Public Def.
Sr. Account Clerk Typ.
Sign Maintenance Work

Account
Number
A4010.51271
New
A1625.51161
A6010.51355
A3150.51846
A3150.51822
A3150.51820
A3150.51990
A3150.51821
A3150.51803
A3150.51814
A3150.51815
A3110.51752
A3645.5XXXX
A6010.5XXXX
A1325.5XXXX
A1170.51640
A1170.51646
D5010.51270
D3310.51450

Department
Public Health
District Attorney
Building & Grounds
DSS
YCSO - Jail
YCSO – Jail
YCSO – Jail
YCSO – Jail
YCSO – Jail
YCSO – Jail
YCSO – Jail
YCSO – Jail
YCSO – LE
OEM
Social Services
Treasurer
Public Defender
Public Defender
Highway
Highway

Personnel
Status
PT – 17.5 Hrs
FT – 35 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 35 Hrs
FT – 35 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
PT – 17.5 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 35 Hrs
PT – 17.5 Hrs
FT – 35 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs
FT – 40 Hrs

Vacancy
Start Date
Newly created
Requesting
1/30/20
12/5/2019
2/26/20
12/28/18
12/28/18
12/30/19
4/3/2019
9/7/19
2/27/20
3/14/20
Newly created
11/30/18
Newly created
1/1/20
2/28/20
2/28/20
3/20/20
10/7/19

Position Status
Job offer made DOH TBD.
Job offer accepted. DOH 3/2/20
DOH 2/24/20
Job offer accepted. DOH 3/6/20
Vacancy review submitted in March.
DOH 3/24/20
Temp. appt. ended.
Temp. FT appt. made 12/30/19 – 6/30/20
Background checks.
Background checks.
Vacancy review submitted in March.
Vacancy review submitted in March.
Job offer accepted. DOH 2/10/20
Discussing alternatives.
DOH 2/13/20
Job offer accepted. DOH 3/23/20.
CA to discuss.
CA to discuss.
Vacancy review submitted in March
Job offer accepted. DOH 3/2/20.
TOTAL:

New Hire –
Recent Activity
2/2020

Current
Staffing Level

1
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
7 (Including PT)

1
1
3
9
1
31
31
31
31
31
31
31
13
0
2
1
0
0
1
1

**Currently Recruiting means the Personnel Office has advertised the position and is collecting applications. The above numbers take into consideration the anticipated vacancy **

Continuous Recruitment
(Applications are accepted on a continuous basis)
Position Title
Corrections Officers
Corrections Officers
Deputy Sheriff
Dispatcher
Marine PO

Account Number
A3150.51990
A3190.51981
A3110.51985
A3021.51986
A3110.51995

Department
YCSO – Jail
YCSO - Court
YCSO – LE
YCSO – Dispatch
YCSO – LE

Personnel Status
Part Time
Part Time
Part Time
Part Time
Seasonal

New Hire - Recent Activity
2/2020

Current Staffing Level

2
0
0
0
0

12
1
1
0
7
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Happy New Year!
I hope this finds everyone doing well and enjoying the wintery months! Here at the
County we’ve been very busy and with our County Administrator, Nonie Flynn at the
helm, we are moving forward at full speed. Lots has happened in the last several
months and there’s more to come. Below are some of the highlights:

1

Happy New Year

1

USDA Grant Award

1

Yates Skill-Up Training

2

Important Law Updates



2

Civil Service Application Update



2

Payroll Certification

3

Compliance Alert: I-9 Form Update

3

Updated Form W-4







3

Keep Your Local Tax Dollars Local

3

Real ID and Enhanced Drivers Licenses

3

Pre-Employment Workers Comp. Physicals

4

OSHA Injury and Illness Recordkeeping…

4

Coronavirus

4

Interesting News




A new horse shelter was installed at the Penn Yan Public Library.
An electric vehicle charging station was also installed at the Penn Yan Public Library
(for more information on the horse shelter and charging station click here to read
the newspaper article).
A needs assessment for communications as it pertains to Public Safety was
conducted.
Implemented and expanded on our Geographic Information System Mapping
(GIS)
Internet Sales Tax Revenue was $900,000 more in 2019 than it was in 2018.
Investigating feasibility of Solar Panels
The Legislature did a non-union Compensation Study.
Yates County was awarded a U.S.D.A Grant (read more below).
Yates County went self-funded for health insurance as opposed to being fully
insured.



“Yates $10M Grant Called ‘game-changer’”
The U.S. Department of Agriculture officially announced Monday, February 3 that Yates
County will be awarded $10 Million in Grant funding from the Rural Utilities Service
“ReConnect” program. The County applied for the grant funding in 2019 and was the
only County in New York State to be awarded. The USDA grant is expected to improve
internet access for an area of approximately 80 square miles of the county and is
anticipated to be implemented over a 5-year timeline.
To read the full newspaper article click here.

Yates Skill-Up Training
In September 2019 I started sending out e-mail correspondences regarding a
new online training software that was/is available to all employers/individuals
in Yates County to utilize. The main focus being the “new” Sexual
Harassment Training requirements from NYS. Entities may also utilize Skill-Up
for your mandatory annual OSHA/PESH trainings.
If you want to access this and set yourself up as a user and or share it with
your employees for them to use, here is the link:
http://yatesskillup.metrixlearning.com/
If you want me to set up your employees, please send me a spreadsheet
that includes: employee first name, last name, e-mail address and the
training(s) you want them to complete. I will work on getting them set up
and once their accounts are established they will receive an e-mail notifying
them.
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IMPORTANT - Law Updates
NYS Minimum Wage – The Minimum Wage rates are scheduled to increase each year
on 12/31 until they reach $15.00 per hour. Employers must post a Minimum Wage
Information poster in their establishment. NYS Minimum Wage Poster

UPDATED CIVIL SERVICE APPLICATION

New York Sexual Harassment Annual Training – New York employers are now required to
annually train their employees on sexual harassment prevention, and have until Oct. 9,
2020, to complete the annual training.
New York Prohibits Discrimination Based on Gender Identity/Expression – The New York
State Human Rights Law now expressly prohibits discrimination based on gender identity
or expression.
New York Extends Sexual Harassment Protections to Independent Contractors – The New
York State Human Rights Law now expressly prohibits discrimination against independent
contractors.
New York Signs Salary History Ban and Equal Pay Amendments into Law – On July 10,
2019, Governor Cuomo signed into law two bills amending the New York State Labor
Law. The salary history ban passed by the New York State Legislature prohibits New York
employers from requesting that job applicants or current employees provide wage or
salary history as either a condition of employment or to be considered for a
promotion. The salary history ban took effect on January 6, 2020. Secondly, they
expanded current legal protections to require equal pay for “substantially similar work,
when viewed as a composite of skill, effort, and responsibility, and performed under
similar working conditions.” Previously, equal pay was only required for “equal
work.” This change will make it easier for employees to maintain wage discrimination
claims based on comparisons between different job classifications. However, differing
wages for substantially similar work are permissible when based on seniority, merit and
quantity or quality of production.
New York Prohibits Race Discrimination on the Basis of Hairstyle – On July 12, 2019,
Governor Cuomo signed the CROWN Act which amends the New York State Executive
Law and the New York State Education Law to prohibit race discrimination based on
hairstyle and other “traits historically associated with race.”
The above is intended to be informational but may not be inclusive of all law changes
recently made.

Payroll Certification
Just a reminder, per our Local Rules below is the timeline for when entities shall
be sending me payroll certifications.
If you have mass updates to make, (i.e. salary changes) please feel free to
contact me and I can provide you with the spreadsheet to use.

As a result of amendments to NYS Laws,
such as prohibiting discrimination based
on gender identity/expression and the
salary history ban, the Yates County Civil
Service Application has been updated.
Obtain the updated application by
clicking here
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COMPLIANCE ALERT: I-9 Form Update
As expected, a new version of the I-9 employment eligibility verification form has
been issued. The new edition of the Form I-9 is dated 10/21/2019 but will not
become mandatory until May 1. Through April 30, employers can choose to use
the previous edition dated 07/17/2017 or the new edition, however, employers
were encouraged to start using the Form effective January 31.

KEEP YOUR LOCAL TAX DOLLARS LOCAL
_________________________________________
Did you know that when you mail your
DMV registrations in to Albany your county
is losing funding? Last year Yates County
lost a little over $40,000 in revenue from
renewals being done online or mailed to
Albany instead of in the local office or
mailed to the local office. Please consider
renewing locally to help your community.
You can mail the renewal in to the local
office at 417 Liberty St., Penn Yan, NY or
come in. There is also a drop box outside
of the DMV office where you can drop
your renewals if there is a long line.

The form is used to verify the identity and employment authorization of individuals
hired for employment in the United States. All U.S. employers must properly
complete the Form I-9 for each person they hire for employment in the U.S.,
including both citizens and noncitizens. New hires and employers, or their
authorized representatives, must complete the form. Employers must retain the
completed forms for a designated period and make them available for
inspection when called to do so.
The new edition of the form lists additional countries in the Country of Issuance
field in Section 1, among other minor changes visible only when completing the
electronic version of the form.
Click here for the I-9 Form

UPDATED FORM W-4
On December 5, 2019 the IRS released the long-awaited final version
of the 2020 Form W-4, retitled Employee’s Withholding Certificate,
with major revisions designed to make accurate income-tax
withholding easier for employees starting in 2020.
Here are the key points employers should note, the IRS said when the
final version of the 2020 Form W-4 was released:








All new employees hired as of January 1, 2020, must
complete the new form.
Current employees are not required to complete a new form
but can choose to adjust their withholding based on the
new form.
Any adjustments made after January 1, 2020, must be made
using the new form.
Employers can still compute withholding based on
information from employees' most recently submitted Form
W-4 if employees choose not to adjust their withholding using
the revised form.
A new Publication 15-T, Federal Income Tax Withholding
Methods, for use with the new 2020 Form W-4, includes steps
employers can take to determine federal withholding.

Click on the hyperlink to obtain the new 2020 Form W-4.
**For convenience, I have also included the new IT-2104 NYS 2020
Employee’s Withholding Allowance Certificate.

Real ID and Enhanced Drivers Licenses
Beginning on October 1, 2020, the federal government will require your driver
license, permit or ID card to be REAL ID compliant if you wish to use it as
identification to board a domestic flight (within the U.S.), or enter military
bases and certain federal facilities. You may also use an Enhanced Drivers
License, Permit or Non-Driver ID or valid U.S. Passport or other identification
acceptable to the federal government.
Not sure what documents you need to upgrade? Use the NYS DMV Proof
Wizard. https://process.dmv.ny.gov/ProofWizard/
For additional information about the Real ID and Enhanced Drivers
License/ID please click on this link Real ID and Enhanced Drivers License/ID.
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OSHA Injury and Illness Recordkeeping
and Reporting
ALL employers required to keep Form 300, the Injury and Illness Log,
must post Form 300A, the annual summary of job-related injuries and
illnesses, in a workplace common area starting February 1 and
through April 30.
To obtain the recordkeeping and reporting requirements as well as
the Injury and Illness Recordkeeping Forms 300, 300A and 301 Click
here.
Remember, not all establishments are covered by this requirement. To
review which establishments need to provide their data, click here.

Pre-Employment Workers’ Compensation
Physicals
Local Law 1-56, from 1956 that formed the Workers’ Compensation
Plan, within this Section 5 states:

CORONAVIRUS
There were 11 confirmed nonfatal cases of the virus in
the U.S. as of Feb. 3—six in California, two in Illinois and
one each in Arizona, Massachusetts and Washington
state. The health risk to individuals depends on duration
of exposure, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).

“The immediate health risk from 2019-nCoV
is considered low" for members of the
general American public who are unlikely
to be exposed to the virus, the CDC said.
The virus is similar to the common cold in that it is spread
by droplets that often are transmitted when a person
coughs or sneezes.

“Every new employee of any participant in the plan, from and after
January 1, 1957, shall undergo a physical examination before
undertaking any of the duties of his employment, except in the case of
an emergency, in which case the participant employing such
employee shall arrange for such physical examination at the earliest
possible time after such undertaking of duties. The expense of such
physical examination shall be paid from the funds of the plan. Reports
of medical examinations shall be filed with the Executive Secretary of
the Committee. No participant shall allow an employee to assume a
position, the duties of which will aggravate any physical defect or
disability known at the date of employment.”
It was recently brought to our attention that certain
Towns/Villages/Special Districts are not aware of the Pre-Employment
Workers Compensation Physical requirements. Below is a hyperlink to
Local Law 1-56 and enclosed in the e-mail you’ll find the PreEmployment Workers Compensation Physical Forms as well as the
associated policies. I also included the e-mail from 2016 explaining the
procedure.
Local Law 1-56
If you have questions regarding this, please feel free to contact the
Personnel Office at 315-536-5112.

INTERESTING NEWS
New York: NYS Bans Pre-Employment
Marijuana Testing (5/10/20)
Many employers in New York City will no longer be able to test job applicants for marijuana or THC, the psychoactive ingredient in
cannabis, under a rule that was adopted in the Big Apple. The new mandate will take effect in May 2020.
New York City has enacted a law prohibiting New York City employers from requiring prospective employees to submit to testing for the
presence of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the active ingredient in marijuana.
Importantly, the bill does not restrict employers from screening job applicants for unlawful drugs other than marijuana or THC. It also does
not limit testing current employees for marijuana or other drug use, such as through random or post-accident drug testing.
The prohibition on testing for marijuana does not cover individuals applying to work in certain safety-related industries

Disclaimer
The Yates County Personnel Office does not provide legal advice. The information provided in this newsletter has been
prepared for informational purposes only, and you should not rely solely on this correspondence for your legal or regulatory
updates. Do not act upon this information without seeking or consulting with your professional legal counsels first.

APPROVING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH CSEA CONCERNING
ALTERING THE WORK HOURS FOR A TREASURES OFFICE EMPLOYEE
WHEREAS, the County Treasurer has recommended that the work hours for the newly
created Principal Account Clerk Typist or Senior Account Clerk Typist position in her office be
set at forty (40) hours per week;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this County Legislature hereby approves
said alteration of the work hours for the newly created position; and be it further
RESOLVED, that this County Legislature hereby approves a certain Memorandum of
Understanding by and between the County and the Civil Service Employees Association, Local
1000 AFSCME, AFL-CIO, Yates County Unit, Yates County Local 862 (“CSEA”) for the
purpose of memorializing a mutual agreement to amend the current collective bargaining
agreement between the County and CSEA to accomplish the work hour alteration; and be it
further
RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the County Legislature and the Acting County
Administrator be and hereby are authorized to execute said Memorandum of Understanding on
behalf of the County.
AMEND RESOLUTION NO. 57-20
(SENIOR ACCOUNT CLERK TYPIST)
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that effective March 9, 2020 “Senior
Account Clerk Typist (Treasurer’s Office)….$25.00” be added Resolution 57-20 under “Senior
Account Clerk Typist (Public Health/Treasurer’s Office)…$18.36”; and be it further
RESOLVED, that “Senior Account Clerk Typist (Public Health/Treasurer’s
Office)…$18.36” be changed to “Senior Account Clerk Typist (Public Health)…$18.36”; and be
it further
RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be given to the County Administrator,
Personnel Officer, and County Treasurer.

AMEND RESOLUTION 22-2020
(AUTHORIZE COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO CREATE AND FILL
FULL TIME TEMPORARY FISCAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER POSITION)
WHEREAS, Resolution 22-2020 authorized the Commissioner of Social Services to
create and fill a full-time temporary Fiscal Administrative Officer position effective January 13,
2020; and
WHEREAS, the estimated annual cost to fill the position was $60,126 which included
fringe benefits; with the 80% reimbursement the total cost to the County will be $12,025; and
WHEREAS, although the newly created position is temporary, the Commissioner has
requested that the incumbent be eligible for health and dental insurance, leave accruals and any
other benefit a full-time employee of the County would be eligible for; and
WHEREAS, Resolution 22-2020 is in need of being amended to reflect the
Commissioners request;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that effective March 9, 2020 Resolution 222020 be amended to add the following paragraph after paragraph five (5), “RESOLVED, that the
incumbent appointed to the newly created position will be eligible for health and dental
insurance, leave accruals and any other benefit a permanent full-time employee would receive;
and be it further”; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the amendment be made effective January 13, 2020; and be it further
RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be provided the Commissioner of Social
Services, Personnel Officer and County Administrator.

Yates County: Project Status Report

a/o 2/21/20

Summary
Item
#

2

Committee

Finance

Department

Planning

Item

Manage ReConnect Grant

Status

In Progress

Importance Responsible

High

Dan Long

Consulted

Description

I
Due Date
d

Committee

Working w/ Municipal
Solutions & Clark

Finance

Planning

Oversight of county-wide water infrastructure study

In Progress

Medium Dan Long

Leslie

27

Finance

Planning

Oversight of airport sewer project.

In Progress

Medium Dan Long

Doug

30

Finance

Planning

Update Comprehensive Plan.

In Progress

Medium Dan Long

Planning
Committee

11/30/20

36

Finance

Planning

Manage Septic Replacemt. Grant

In Progress

Medium Dan

Legislature

5/1/20

37

Finance

Planning

Public Safety Building Needs Assessment

In Progress

Critical

Ron

7/1/20

Res.211-19 YC/Milo Agreemt.

Gov't. Ops. IT

Plan for use of twelve unused strands.

In Progress

High

Tim Groth

Committee

12/31/20

11

Gov't. Ops. Personnel

Update Administrative Manual.

In Progress

High

Kerry

Committee

12/9/19

18

Human
Services

Indigent Legal
Evaluate office
Services

In Progress

Medium Ed Bronson Nonie

19

Public
Safety

Probation

Implement transition plan for "Raise the Age".

In Progress

Medium Sharon

Nonie

LDC formed.

B&G

Determine whether YC qualifies as a Clean Energy
Community.

In Progress

Medium Joe

Nonie

4 of 10 items qualify

B&G

Review Safety Audit recommendations

In Progress

Medium Joe

Nonie

12/31/19

B&G

Investigate feasibility of solar panels at Torrey landfill

In Progress

Medium Joe

Nonie

11/30/19

24
32

Public
Works
Public
Works
Public
Works

Outcome

Waiting for contracts. Kick-off
mtg. 5/2 NYS submitted
contracts

12/31/20

1

4

Updates (include date)
Committee formed. Hired Hunt
to apply for grant,working with
Corning Inc. on feasibilty study.
Received $10.3M Grant!!!

26

Dan Long

Closed
Date

Mtg. 6/24,7/10,7/24,8/15,11/7
Applications rcvd. For final
$102K
RfP needed
Mtg. 3/7,Committee formed,
4/12 mtg.Dresden splice
completed,Frontier cutting over
10/28
Mtg. 6/14, 8/22,waiting on
attorney review
Staff office using 5 year ILS
grant

9/30/19

Bath site chosen.

9/30/19

Waiting on NYSERDA's input

RfPs sent by 8/30

CLOSED:
6

Gov't. Ops. Legislature

Plan budget orientation session for new legislators.

Closed

Low

Nonie

21

Public
Safety

Sheriff

Complete needs assessment for Communications.

Closed

High

Dan Long

Ron

22

Public
Safety

Sheriff

Research potential sites for Italy Hill Tower.

Closed

Medium Dan Long

Ron

waiting on MidState report

1/31/20

1/7/20

11/26/19

1/31/20

1/31/20

Distributed 2020 budgets.
Trained Dick Harper.

Scope mtg. 5/16,Present to PS
Received assessment
& Finance in June,RFP due
7/12,1 vendor responded

Lease thru 11/2022,Emerson Rd.Needs
site being
assessment
investigated.
completed.

Associated Outcome
Docs

