Yates County Board of Elections
2016 Annual Report

1789
– The first of 58 US Presidential Elections was held January 7, 1789.
Did you know: only white men owning property were allowed to Vote?
Robert F Brechko, Democratic Commissioner
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Susan Wolff & Daniel Irwin, Voting System Technician

Amy J Daines, Republican Commissioner
Laura Wright, Deputy Commissioner
Charlie Kreuzer & Sheila Burt, Voting System Technician
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Pursuant to the provisions of Section 3-212(4)(a) of the New York State Election Law, we hereby submit our Annual Report for
the period beginning January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016.

1792
-

-

The only US Presidential Election that was not held
4 years after the previous election.
President George Washington – Federalist Party - ran unopposed.

1796
The first contested American presidential election and the
only one to elect a President - Federalist - and Vice President – Democratic-Republican - from
opposing tickets as the formal position of “running mate” had not yet been established.
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Mission Statement
The Yates County Board of Elections works to furnish the voting public, candidates, and all individuals interested in Yates County
Elections with professional service and efficiency. We also strive to provide the voters, taxpayers and community members of Yates
County with elections that are administered in a fair and democratic manner, as well as election results that are completely
accurate, and for which we are 100% accountable to the voters.

Introduction
The Yates County Board of Elections is made up of two (2) full-time Commissioners, two (2) part-time Deputy Commissioners, two
(2) part-time Machine Technicians, four (4) Custodians and approximately ninety (110) Election Inspectors. We provide our county
with many important services related to the democratic election process which is the foundation of our government. In order to
insure non-partisan elections, our procedures are continuously scrutinized, questioned and challenged. Some of the services we
offer the community include voter registration, information to candidates running for office, absentee ballot processing and elections
that offer the opportunity to vote and an assurance that every eligible vote is counted before the elections are certified. We
continue to educate the voting public on how to use the voting system in a manner that would encourage their desire to participate
in the democratic process. We educate and register the high school seniors from Penn Yan, Dundee and Marcus Whitman school
districts explaining the voting process and giving them the opportunity to mark and cast a practice ballot so they are familiar and
comfortable with the voting process when they vote for their first time. We are continuously challenged to manage our department,
which is mandated by state law, within our budget constraints. We constantly review our processes and procedures to find ways
to reduce our budget going forward.

1800
-

“Revolution of 1800” as it is sometimes referred where by the Vice President defeated the incumbent president.

1804
-

The first presidential election following the ratification of the Twelfth Amendment to the United States Constitution which required
electors to specify in their votes their choice for President and Vice-President.
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The Board of Election office is also charged with the following responsibilities:
Oversee the printing of ballots and administer all Federal, State, County, Town, Penn Yan Village elections, providing assistance
and materials as needed to the Penn Yan, Marcus Whitman and Dundee Central School elections.
Provide materials to candidates to ensure the petition process goes smoothly, receive and file petitions and maintain campaign
finance records.
Prepare public service announcements, legal notices and maintain working relationship with the media.
Recruit, train, certify, schedule and supervise election Inspectors and staff and ensure payment to them is accurate.
We provide the Yates County Legislature, Town Board members and the State and Federal Board of Elections with enrollment
reports, yearly statistical data and annual reports and also fulfilling any additional requests for information as needed.
Provide statistical data and voter lists to potential candidates and their consultants, staff, political committees, interested parties
including researchers and media.
Track pending legislation on federal, state and local basis concerning Election Law recommending changes as needed, then
complying with the changes as required.
Prepare and oversee department budget and supervise Deputy Commissioners, Technicians, Custodians and Inspectors. Track
and maintain all voting equipment and supplies. Create training programs as needed.
Maintain voter registration database, monitor NYSVOTER (Statewide voter registration website) and correspond with voters
when additional data is required.
Instruct the voters of Yates County on the proper way to mark their ballot and voting machine usage to ensure their vote counts.
Provide outreach to unregistered voters in area high schools, Keuka College, home school groups and the public.
Maintain Board of Election website with informative and useful information for all interested individuals.
The Board of Elections interacts with agencies and county departments to map out voting districts and boundaries, interpret
maps, legal descriptions and geographical data, determine correct addresses, locate and manage polling sites; prepare for
emergencies, conduct elections in assessable safe locations.
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1808
-

This election was the first of only two instances in American history in which a new President would be selected but the incumbent
Vice President would continue to serve. (1828 was the other instance.)

1820
- This was the third and last presidential election in United States history in which a candidate ran effectively unopposed. (The previous two
were in 1789 and 1792.)

The Board of Elections Commissioners and Staff interact with United States Postal Staff – in all areas of the county, Yates County
911, Yates County Legislators, Administrator, Attorney, Budget Officer, Buildings and Grounds, Highway, Yates County Chamber
of Commerce, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Town & County Clerks, Treasurer, Court Security, Emergency Management,
Historian, Information Technology, State and Local Motor Vehicle, New York State Officials, Office of the Aging – Pro-Action,
Personnel and Risk Management, Sheriff, Yates County Real Property Tax Department, Yates County Soil and Water, Village,
Area Fire Departments, Town and School officials on a regular basis and could not perform our duties without the aid and support
from these individuals and departments. For that we say THANK YOU, you’re help makes our work more accurate and efficient.

1824
- Federalist Party dissolved prior to this election leaving the Democratic-Republican Party. In this election the DemocraticRepublican Party fractured with 4 candidates for president. Party Organization would evolve into the formation of the
Democratic Party and the Republican Party and later the Whig Party.
- The most notable outcome of this election was that the outcome was determined by the House of Representatives as no
candidate received a majority of the electoral votes.
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NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT

"NVRA STATISTICS"

A voter registration record is never cancelled without verification that the voter is no longer eligible to vote in our jurisdiction.
Cancellations are recorded on a daily basis, and there are several reasons for this process: voter is deceased, voter sends letter in
writing to the Board of Elections requesting that their registration be cancelled or as a result of a move, voter is incarcerated due
to a felony conviction, confirmation is received from another Board indicating that the voter is registered in another jurisdiction,
duplicate information is received from NYSVOTER, or we receive a court order from the Supreme Court Clerk’s Office confirming
that a voter has been judged incompetent. Obituary records are reviewed on the internet for local newspapers, funeral chapels and
the New York State Department of Health which also provides a computerized list of deaths. During 2016, there were 1159
registrations cancelled. A breakdown of the cancellations is shown below on the chart on the left.
Reasons for Cancellation of Records
Deceased
Judged Incompetent
Registered/Moved Out of County
Felony Conviction
Cancelled at Voter’s Request
Inactive Voter’s Purged
Miscellaneous

TOTAL

Number
218
1
415
11
10
473
31

1159

Reasons for Inactivation of Records
Mail Check
National Change of Address (NCOA)
Mail Undeliverable

Number
123
123
32

Miscellaneous

5

Moved out of County

35

TOTAL

318

We inactivate voter records throughout the year due to National Change of Address Records (NCOA) as received from the US Postal
Service in April, Mail Check cards sent out in July (12,360 in 2016), undeliverable mail or returned mail with a change of address
notification, license surrenders to other states and felony conviction notifications received from court administrators. During 2016
there were 318 records inactivated. The breakdown is above on the chart on the right.

1828
-

The first Democratic President.

1836

The last election until 1988 for an incumbent Vice-President to become President through means other than death or resignation.
The only race in which a major political party ran several presidential candidates. The Whigs ran 4 with the intent to defeat the
Democratic candidate allowing the House of Representatives to decide. The strategy failed.
- The first election (and to date only) time in which a Vice Presidential election was thrown into the Senate.
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VOTER REGISTRATION PROCESSING AT A GLANCE
The National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) was passed in 1994, and was implemented by County Boards of Elections in 1995.
NVRA significantly impacted voter registration and has permanently increased activity within our office due to the many agencies
that we interact with daily. In 2016 we received 1035 new registrations from NVRA agencies; Department of Motor Vehicles,
Department of Labor, Office of the Aging, Department of Social Services and other Yates County agencies. All registration forms
received from NVRA agencies are delivered or mailed to our office without any indication as to where they originated with the
exception of DMV registrations, as they are openly identifiable and we therefore group them under "Agencies”; this protects the
identity of those voters receiving county benefits.
Registration Sources
Affidavit Ballots Provided at Polls
Agencies / DMV Transmittals
Blue Dot
Board of Elections Office
High School Registrations
Election Inspectors / Poll Sites
Mail
Other County Boards
Misc. (State BOE, Drives, Court Orders)
TOTAL

Number Received
82
1035
0
939
130
79
968
72
50
3355

Beginning in 2013 the DMV (at the Governor’s directive) implemented a new process whereby registrations would be transmitted
to the Boards of Elections electronically. The process was completed during 2015 and any associated cost was by the State and
the Elections software provider NTS.
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2016 Statistical Report
TRANSACTION DATA

2016

New Voters
Change of Address
Name Changes
Inactivated
Re-instated
Purged
Cards Mailed
Duplicates Received and Searched
Registration Forms Distributed
Absentee Applications Mailed/Distributed
Absentee Applications Submitted
Absentee Ballots Mailed/Issued
Absentee Ballots Returned
Military Ballots Mailed
Military Ballots Returned
Agency Transmittals
DMV Transmittals
Party Enrollment Change Requests
Check Cards Mailed
Check Cards Returned
Lists/Disks Requested
Inspector Tests Given
Candidate Petitions Accepted
Financial Disclosures Submitted
Transfer Notifications sent to State Board
Signatures Digitized
Incomplete Registrations
HAVA Letters
Blue Dot Forms
Miscellaneous Letters to Voters

Jan

Feb

Mar

April

May

June

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

YEAR TO DATE

35
15
3
3
5
28
61
26
18
0
5
0
0
0
0
4
28
18
0
0
9
0
0
0
6
51
0
0
0
0

59
13
8
4
5
13
86
22
88
24
27
126
12
2
0
3
27
15
0
0
18
0
7
4
3
87
1
0
0
3

302
35
11
78
14
104
366
137
309
109
89
328
69
6
0
13
82
53
0
0
22
0
0
1
6
322
1
9
0
7

62
45
8
4
18
29
137
41
60
46
131
122
345
1
6
5
31
67
0
0
19
0
0
0
3
82
0
0
0
10

45
26
11
1
12
52
94
17
346
14
0
0
1
0
0
5
35
23
0
0
6
81
0
0
6
708
0
1
0
103

67
205
13
181
26
37
492
18
81
33
15
0
0
0
0
2
53
28
0
0
43
1
0
0
6
560
0
2
0
10

110
26
11
9
27
54
174
17
239
18
16
0
0
0
0
9
47
28
0
0
14
0
110
0
2
172
4
1
0
25

135
111
15
197
39
49
497
15
123
124
99
330
168
9
3
9
43
37
12360
406
28
0
2
0
10
166
2
1
0
8

169
44
14
1
30
71
258
27
280
169
85
88
121
14
0
4
131
55
0
3
21
9
0
0
16
20
1
1
0
6

196
35
22
35
32
133
320
33
216
340
498
881
669
4
11
11
226
42
0
3
28
3
0
0
13
227
2
2
0
7

63
91
17
1
65
23
237
12
100
67
77
79
252
1
5
9
75
47
0
1
7
14
0
0
0
165
0
0
0
0

69
46
34
14
9
506
172
23
8
6
1
0
0
0
0
9
32
31
0
0
8
0
0
0
3
586
0
0
0
5

1312
692
167
528
282
1099
2894
388
1868
950
1043
1954
1637
37
25
83
810
444
12360
413
223
108
119
5
74
3146
11
17
0
184

NOTES
January:
February:
March: School voter registration drive: PYA 78; Dundee 25; MW 27.
April: PP16 brought out many voters who did not realize that they were not registered in a Political Party holding a primary. Hence all the Party changes
May: Letters sent were to inspectors regarding training. Approximatelly 652 voter signatures were updated from the PP16 pollbooks
June: 181 NCOA mailings sent out of county and voters made inactive; 175 NCOA mailings sent with change of address to voters within Yates Co. Approx. 450 signatures updated from PP16 pollbooks
July: Candidates for County Judge took voter registration cards and several returned
August: Mailcheck cards sent this month resulting in a high volume of address changes and inactivations.
September: PE16 had 6 primaries: Rep, Dem, Con, WOR, WEP, and Ref.
October: Deadline to register to vote in GE16 was 10/15/2016. All the new registrations acted upon were within the first half of month.
November: Due to GE16 most of the registrations and other changes happened the last 1/3 of the month. Out of 19 petitions, 16 voters voted by Court Order. 103 affidavits.
December: NVRA purge resulted in 465 voters being cancelled. Digitized signatures are result of pollbook rescan.
updated 1/27/2017 AJD
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1844
-

The last presidential election to be held on different days in different states. 1948 all future presidential elections held in November.

MONTHLY NARRATIVE
“Democracy is not just an election, it is our daily life.” - Tsai Ing-wen

JANUARY

 We held our annual meeting of the Board of Elections as required by EL 3-212. The 2016 Calendar was developed with
specific dates as known.
 Amy attended the Election Commissioners Winter Conference in Albany and was elected to the Executive Committee.
 Amy continued with training for her New Deputy Laura Wright.
 Completed 2015 Annual Report to the State Board of Elections.
 Contact Towns and County Clerk for offices up for election in 2016.
 Letters to polling sites for facility use in 2016.
 Amy and both Deputies attended training in Niagara Falls for the NTS T.E.A.M. (voter registration software).
 Bob began training his new Deputy Commissioner.
 Received the contracts for school elections from Marcus Whitman and Penn Yan. Dundee still processing.
FEBRUARY
 Review absentee ballot applications of permanent voters, Military and Special Federal Voters (during Federal Election
years voters residing outside of the United States are allowed to vote for Federal offices such as Congress, US Senate and
President).
 Plan first quarter testing of voting system.
 Participate in a conference call with the State and fellow Commissioners.
 Resolution to clarify Board of Election workers titles and corresponding pay rates.
 Ballot prepared for Village election.
 Received notifications for all Towns and the County regarding offices up for election in 2016. Besides the Republican and
Democratic Committee seats, there are The County Judge seat, one County Coroner seat and the Town of Milo Highway
Superintendent seat for balance of term.
 Scheduled High School Senior outreach with Marcus Whitman, Dundee and Penn Yan Central School.
 Began preparing the Presidential Primary Ballot.
 Penn Yan Village Candidate petition filing beginning February 2nd thru February 9th at 5pm. There were 5 petitions for
Village Trustee and 2 for Village Justice.

1848
-

Whig party had only one of 2 victories to be elected President before the party ceased to exist in the 1850”s.
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MARCH
 Finished the Presidential Ballot Layout. The Republican ballot needed to be revised as candidates withdrew from the race.
We were notified of the changes on March 23rd. We anticipated the change and only printed ballots for the Military and
Overseas Voters.
 Mailed Presidential Primary Absentee Ballots to the Military/Federal voters by March 5 th.
 Penn Yan Village Election held March 15th.
 Resolution to extend Voter Education/Poll Worker Training Grant to March 31, 2016 submitted and approved.
 We finalized the registration database for the Annual Enrollment Report which is produced April 1st of each year and sent
the file to print poll books for Presidential Primary.
 We mailed Inspector schedules for the 2016 elections. We already need to train more new Inspectors and are planning to
do that on April 14th.
 Registered 130 High School Seniors from Penn Yan, Marcus Whitman and Dundee.
 Check registration files to prepare for April 1st Enrollment Report.
 Sent out Inspector Training class schedule.
APRIL













Prepared School Ballots.
Printed annual enrollment April 1st.
Presented our 2015 annual report to the Legislature.
Tested the ballots to the machines for the Presidential Primary with assistance from the Inspectors assigned to the
machines on Election Day.
We held a training session for all available Inspectors on April 14th which included the Active Shooter safety training
presented by the Sheriff. Included were last minute concerns for Inspectors for the Presidential Primary and Chairperson
updates.
We held a new Inspector training session on April 14th in order to staff all Districts.
We held the Presidential Primary on April 19th. A total of 2514 Republicans and 1232 Democrats voted on the machines.
We received the official Political Calendar from the State for the Federal Primary on Thursday April 28th.
We counted absentee and affidavit ballots April 27th. There were 237.
Quarterly machine maintenance report was sent to the State.
We reviewed and updated our training program.

1856
- Incumbent president defeated and a third party emerged, relatively new American Party or “Know-Nothings”
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MAY
 Received and processed NCOA file from post office. There were 443 voters affected. They involved both inter-county and
out of county moves.
 Inspector Training with 8 classes being held.
 Start programing for Federal Primary (if required).
 Assist Dundee, Penn Yan and Marcus Whitman with their school elections.

2016 Goals:
 Fulfill all of the requirements listed in our annual calendar. The calendar includes holding monthly staff
meetings/training to track accomplishments and make adjustments to planned activities based on unforeseen
requirements.
 Run successful elections by not disenfranchising the voters, inspectors following procedures, accurate and timely results
and meeting all time lines involved.
 Conduct Voter Registration Drives in Marcus Whitman, Penn Yan, Dundee – Successfully Completed in March.
 Continue to publish election results electronically by 10:30 PM on Election nights.
 Expedite the implementation of any and all changes the State Legislature produces.
JUNE










Prepared 2016 budget.
Amy has been called and chosen for Grand Jury Duty into September
Place order with NTS for annual Mail Check Cards to be mailed the end of July. There was no Federal Primary in June.
Petitions were being passed for signatures in June starting June 7th (first day to sign). Forty-One voter lists were prepared for
candidates this month.
The Commissioners and Deputies attended a Campaign Finance seminars.
We worked on finalizing the Inspector Training Manual with feedback from the classes.
NCOA updates were processed with the updates to voter records carrying over into July.
Reviewed Calendar of dates and made adjustment based on finalized Political Calendar.
Began scheduling training dates for 2017 and reserving meeting space.
Presidential Primary 2016 Affiliation Turnout Statistics
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This is a frightening statistic. More people vote in “American Idol” than in any US election . – Rush Limbaugh
State Legislative Update:
Another session has closed without changing the district size or combining Primary Elections,
both changes would allow the Counties to save money off the cost of their elections. However, at the June conference call with
the State we learned:
1. New Election Law Chapters that became Law in 2016:
a. Chapter 42 of the Laws of 2016 (Assembly Bill 4186 / Senate Bill 2580) amends the Election Law to reference the
13th Judicial District, which was established several years ago. This proposal is NYSBOE 2016 program bill 161. The law is effective immediately.
b. Chapter 43 of the Laws of 2016 (Assembly Bill 7597 / Senate Bill 6979) repeals the section of law allowing
amounts paid to lease a polling place for accessible sites. This proposal is NYSBOE 2016 program bill 16-06. The
law is effective immediately.
c. Chapter 44 of the Laws of 2016 (Assembly Bill 7817 / Senate Bill 6818) removes outdated postal language from
the requirement that an annual mail notification be sent to voters and comports requirements with current postal
indicia options. This proposal is NYSBOE 2016 program bill 16-16. The law is effective immediately.
JULY
State Legislative Update: There was no legislation combining the primary elections for 2016. As a result there will be 3
primary elections the Presidential Primary in April, the Federal Primary in June and the State and Local Primary in September.
These with the Penn Yan Village in March and 3 schools May, we are in for a very busy and expensive year.
 Designating Petitions were filed and reviewed July 11-14.
 Several Objections were filed to Designating Petitions filed for Yates County Coroner and Yates County Judge. A hearing
was scheduled for July 28th. Additional legal action pending.
 File was sent to NTS for annual Mail Check Cards. Cards will be mailed week of Aug 1st.
 Petitions filed resulting in 8 Primaries. Objections filed if upheld will reduce to 6 party primaries.
 Developed a Ballot Marking Device training handout.
 Updating the Inspector Notebooks used at each Polling Site is in progress, but do to the amount of objections filed it was
not able to be completed.
 Initiated complaint as to validity of 3 voter registration applications. 1 criminal action expected as a result of
Commissioners discussions with Investigator.
 Conference call w/ State Board of Elections.
 Began budget strategy plan.
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1864
-

- The “National Union Party” emerged to support War Democrats.
Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln won by over 400,000 popular votes easily clinching an electoral majority. Several
states allowed their citizens serving as soldiers in the field to cast ballots, a first in United States history. Soldiers gave
Lincoln more than 70% of their vote.
This was the first election since the re-election of Andrew Jackson in 1832 that an incumbent president won re-election. Lincoln's
second term was ended just 6 weeks after inauguration by his assassination.

AUGUST
 Commissioners attended their Conference August 1st - 4th.
 Bob was elected as 3rd Vice President of the Election Commissioner’s Association.
 Amy was elected for another term to the Executive Committee of the ECA and both Bob and Amy were sworn in at the
Annual Dinner in Alexandria Bay.
 State Police investigation took place of suspected forged petition signatures.
 Developed 6 primary ballots. The Democratic and Republican ballots will be at the district level, the Conservative ballot at
the Town level and the Working Family, Women’s Equality and Reform Party ballots will be at the County level. County
level ballots are planned to assure voters privacy to the best of our ability.
 Completed update to Inspector notebooks.
 Continued working on 2017 budget and strategy.
 Independent Petitions were filed August 16th thru 23rd. We received petitions from 2 candidates.
 We mailed the Military, Permanent and Civilian Ballots on the 12th.
 Voting machine testing and training took place on the 24th and the 30th.
 Last minute Inspector training will be held September 8th.
 Finalized the Inspector schedule for Primary.
 Bob Brechko was reappointed by his party for another 2 year term.
 We finished our budget and met with the budget officer on August 31st.
 Produced voter lists for candidates and interested individuals.
 Weekly reports with Absentee ballots issued sent to candidates and supporters.

1872
-

On November 29, 1872, after the popular vote but before the Electoral College cast its votes, a Presidential candidate died during the
electoral process.

1884

-

This election featured excessive mudslinging and personal acrimony.
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SEPTEMBER
Presented our 2017 Budget.
Held the Primary Election.
Held a training class for new Inspectors on September 8th to work in the Primary.
Held the State and Local Primary on September 13th. Canvas the returns of the Primary and certify the Election
September 27, 2016.
 Prepared and mailed the ballot for the Military and Special Federal overseas voters for the Federal Candidates for the
General Election.
 Held voter registration at the local high schools on September 27th observing National Voter Registration Day. We
registered 6 people. We were set up outside the cafeterias during their lunch hour.





OCTOBER & NOVEMBER - (It became a blurr, sorry)




















Produce the State and Local portion of the General Election ballot and mail it to the Military voters by October 7 th.
Prepare for a satisfactory Audit by the State of the Voting Systems.
Produce the General Election ballot for non-military absentee voters and mail them to current list of absentees.
Held two additional Inspector training classes this month training 16 new Inspectors for a total of 29 this year.
Bob, attended the Budget Workshop while Amy continued to prepare for the election.
Office was open additional hours for absentee voters Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays during the two weeks before the
General Election per election law.
We issued a total of 1000 absentee ballots of which 921 were returned. We mailed 793 absentee ballots and issued 207
more over the counter in the office.
Held Voter Registration special hours as mandated by election law during the Presidential election years.
Absentee ballots were available for Voters over the counter by October 7th.
Held a successful election on November 8th with a Voter turnout of 75% countywide. This is the second highest. In 2008 the
turnout was 80%.
There were a record number of Court Orders issued allowing Voters to vote at the poll sites. There were 19 petitions to seek
a court order.
There were 103 Affidavit Ballots with 98 being counted.
Deployed and retrieved voting equipment and supplies securely and safely.
Entered voting history for voters into TEAM.
Successful 3% Audit of 1 machine and Affidavit and Absentee Ballot Count completed.
Notified all Affidavit Voters of their voting status.
Certified the election on November 28th.
Assisted Dundee Central School with their election on November 10th.
Reviewed and removed inactive and retired Inspectors.
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1892
- Cleveland defeated Harrison, thus becoming the only person in US history to be elected to a second, non-consecutive presidential term and
also the first Democrat to be nominated by his party three consecutive times a distinction that would be equaled only by Franklin D.
Roosevelt in 1940 and then exceeded by him in 1944.
- The new Populist Party, formed by groups from the Grange, the Farmers' Alliances, and the Knights of Labor emerged.

“We have a system that allows us to manage a free and fair election, free of fraud, free of intimidation, and that’s
what we delivered on Election Day, and we’re very very proud of it.” – Kenneth Blackwell
DECEMBER
Reviewed the General Election and procedures related to it for revision in future.
Prepare 2017 Calendar of Office Requirements.
Continued to assemble data for 2016 annual report.
Authorization to travel for Election Commissioners Winter Conference to be held in Albany.
Prepared for the annual meeting that will be held on January 4th.
Closeout the election paperwork.
Prepare and processed 465 voters from NVRA purge of inactive voters process (done in even years).
Started to prepare the year - end report to the State.
Assisted Penn Yan Central School with their election on the 13th.
Amy hired Elsa Crim as her Deputy Commissioner.
Each month there were conference calls with the State BOE and Election Commissioners Association.
Each month Technicians, Deputies and Commissioners met to discuss calendar, develop ideas, strategize and train as
needed.
 Special Prosecutor preparing Commissioners for Grand Jury testimony from forged signatures on candidate petitions.
 Reviewed budget.













1896
- Considered one of the most dramatic and complex elections in American history. Considered to be a realigning election ending
the Third Party System and beginning the Fourth. The Democratic candidate was also the nominee of the Populist Party and the
Silver Republicans.
-Republican campaign had 3.5 million dollar budget and out spent Democratic Candidate by a factor of 5.
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1920
- Presidential victory remains the largest popular-vote percentage margin (60.3-34.1%) in Presidential elections since 1820.

1924
-

The first Presidential election in which all American Indians were citizens and thus allowed to vote.
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1932
-

This “critical election” after the 1929 Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression marked the Collapse of the Fourth Party System
or the Progressive Era. The voters soon were realigned into the Fifth Party System, dominated by the “New Deal Coalition”.
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1936
-

This election produced the greatest electoral landslide since the beginning of the two party system in the 1850’s carrying all but 8
electoral votes – Maine and Vermont.

Honorable County Judge W. Patrick Falvey was required by law to retire at the end of
the year in which he turned 70. “One of the most universally respected local figures,
endorsed by both Republican and Democratic parties, he is the second longest serving
judge in the history of the county court.”
Photo by – Gwen Chamberlain Chronicle Express Newspaper
Quoted text from Joh Christensen – Chronicle Express Newspaper

With that knowledge the first of three Candidates former District Attorney Jason L. Cook announced his plans to run for office
on January 27th. District Attorney Valerie G. Gardner announced her intent on February 25th and Penn Yan Village Justice
Matthew D. Conlin on May 25th. These three Candidates criss crossed the county securing a total of 2813 Designating Petition
signatures for the 8 Designated Parties in the State. Two Candidates secured 1081 Independent Petition signatures from voters
who had not previously signed or were not registered with a specific party. 3894 signatures total, close to one third of the
registered voters in Yates County. This campaign will be forever clouded as a result of an individual who circulated petitions
(which is intended to help a candidate) but, chose to forge signatures on those pages. The actions of this individual undermine
the workings of the Board of Elections, the overall election process and democracy in general. This individual held a professional
license as Notary Public and having such a license elevates each individual with a professional license or title to a higher regard
and a position of public trust. This being the County Judge race with three prominent attorneys vying for the office one would
never image such blatant disregard for the law.
The General Election ballot had Judge Candidates on the Democratic Party,
Republican Party, Conservative Party, Working Families Party, Independence Party,
Women’s Equality Party, Reform Party, Integrity Party and M&N Party.
The final election results certified on November 28th, 2016 with Jason L. Cook the
successful candidate for County Judge. Congratulations Jason!
Jason Cook being sworn in by Honorable Patrick W. Falvey with Jason’s parents.
Photo by: John Christensen – Chronicle Express Newspaper
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1940
The subsequent passing of the 22nd Amendment of the United States in 1947 renders this election the only occasion in American
history in which a candidate was elected to a third term as president (Franklin D Roosevelt was elected to a fourth term in 1944, but
he died only a few months into that term).

-

Commissioners Thoughts
Robert F Brechko – (2007-present)
The year started out with a new Deputy for me (again). Ruth Bouchard had agreed to be my new Deputy. She is a lot like me in
regards to both of us being eligible to retire, but not ready to stop working. Hopefully she will be around for years to come.
We had the potential for 3 primary elections this past year thanks again to the State Legislature failing to combine the State and
Local Election with the Federal Primary. Although we didn’t have a Federal Primary, the State and Local Primary more than
made up for it with a Primary in 6 different parties, thanks to the race for County Judge. We had a lot of voters coming out to
vote for the first time in years.
Also for the first time in my nine plus years we had 2 false registrations turned in where charges were filed against a 16 year old
for falsifying the age and one voter trying to register from a false address. The most memorable issue for 2016 was the filing of
petitions with forged signatures resulting in a State Police investigation and charges being filed against the individual.
Finally, I would like to thank our Board Staff and all of our poll workers for being there for us. You are deeply appreciated.

1948
-

The election was considered by most historians as the greatest election upset in American history. Virtually every prediction was
wrong. This victory confirmed the Democratic Party’s status as the nation’s major party, a status held until 1952.
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Amy J Daines – (2009 – present)
In 2008, I was an assistant hired as a result of the new voting systems and the work required to implement the new systems. I
had no real understanding of what it meant to be a Presidential Election as well. Busy was an understatement. What I have
learned is that the election cycle to most is 4 years to those of us in elections we see it like this:
Presidential year: flat out doing everything needed with higher volume of Registrations, Registration changes, Questions
about every aspect from how am I registered, where do I vote, can I vote in a Primary, Absentee Ballots with many who do not
understand they must apply for a ballot, lists of voters and ballots issued, statistics, results, public notices, late hours, registration
drives and training Inspectors. Never completely finishing with one task before the next is nearly overdue. The phone calls: on
Election Day over 700 calls were tracked by this office. Plus the calls that were not tracked, cell phone calls to and from our
personal cells and just 6 phone lines to manage them all.
Year two: finish all the things that were started, plus file all of the reports the previous year generated plus complete all of
the traditional yearly tasks and hope beyond hope to be able to catch ones breath and probably have the big local year – so maybe
not.
Year three: begin thinking about making sure the previous lessons learned are on track for implementation prior to the
next Presidential.
Year four: this is it, everything must be in order because beginning in August this office and staff will be busy and in full
out election mode for the next 17 months, so it is tough thinking about it as a year.
Each year has budgets, training, scheduling, voter outreach activities, meetings, conferences, more training, new laws, hiring and
more training and lists upon lists.
Commissioner’s terms surely should be 4 years as the election cycle is 4 years and it takes all of that grasp the entire process.
I love my work. There is never a dull moment. A few repetitive moments, the same question 100 times, but I am here to help in
any way that I can, everyone that I can, all that I can. I have a terrific group of individuals to work with on a daily basis and am
fortunate that our team philosophy is “if I fail you fail, if you fail I fail” so we work very hard to make sure this office does not
fail or anyone in it. This thought also holds true with the other departments and Legislators we work with. We stand together,
even if we do not always agree. Thank you for your vote of confidence and I hope to serve you for years to come.
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1952
-

A landslide Republican win ended 20 consecutive years of Democratic control of the White House.

1956
-

This was the last presidential election prior to the statehood of Alaska and Hawaii, who would first take part as states in
the 1960 presidential election. It was also the last election where at least one of the major candidates was born in the 19th
century.

-

The electoral vote was the closest in any presidential election since 1916. In the popular vote, Kennedy's margin of victory
was among the closest ever in American history.
- This was the first presidential election in which Alaska and Hawaii participated, having been granted statehood,
respectively, on January 3 and August 21 of the previous year. It was also the first election in which both candidates for
president were born in the 20th century.

1960

1968
The Republican nominee won the election running on a campaign that promised to restore "law and order". Some consider
the election of 1968 a realigning election that permanently disrupted the New Deal Coalition that had dominated
presidential politics for 36 years. It was also the last election in which two opposing candidates were vice-presidents.

-

The election also featured a strong third party effort with a campaign promoting segregation, he proved to be a formidable
candidate in the South; no third-party candidate has won an entire state's electoral votes since.

1980
-

The US presidential election of 1980 featured a contest between incumbent Democrat and his Republican opponent, as
well as Republican Congressman who ran as an independent. Aided by the Iran hostage crisis and a worsening economy
at home, the election was a landslide. The Democratic nomination, attacked Reagan as a dangerous right-wing radical.
For his part, Reagan, the former Governor of California, repeatedly ridiculed Carter, and won a decisive victory; in the
simultaneous Congressional elections, Republicans won control of the United States Senate for the first time in 28 years.
This election marked the beginning of what is popularly called the "Reagan Revolution."

1984
-

Reagan carried 49 of the 50 states, becoming only the second presidential candidate to do so after Richard Nixon's victory
in the 1972. Reagan came within 3800 votes of winning all fifty states. Reagan's 525 electoral votes (out of 538) is the
highest total ever received by a presidential candidate. Mondale's 13 electoral votes is also the 2nd-fewest ever received by
a second-place candidate, second only to Alf Landon's 8 in 1936. In the national popular vote, Reagan received 58.8% to
Mondale's 40.6%.
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1988
George H. W. Bush became the first incumbent Vice President of the United States to win a presidential election in 152 years, since
Martin Van Buren in 1836. Just like Van Buren in 1840, President Bush would also be defeated for reelection in 1992, after serving a
single term.

-

2000
-

The election was noteworthy for a controversy over the awarding of Florida's 25 electoral votes, the subsequent recount process in
that state, and the unusual event of the winning candidate having received fewer popular votes than the runner-up. It was the
closest election since 1876 and only the fourth election in which the electoral vote did not reflect the popular vote.

2008
- There were several unique aspects of the 2008 election. The election was the first in which an African American was elected
President. It was also the first time two sitting senators ran against each other. The 2008 election was the first in 56 years in which
neither an incumbent president nor a vice president ran — Bush was constitutionally limited from seeking a third term by the
Twenty-second Amendment; Vice President Dick Cheney chose not to seek the presidency. It was also the first time the Republican
Party nominated a woman for Vice President (Sarah Palin, then-Governor of Alaska). Additionally, it was the first election in which
both major parties nominated candidates who were born outside of the contiguous United States. Voter turnout for the 2008 election
was the highest in at least 40 years.

2016
- The United States presidential election of 2016 was the 58th quadrennial American presidential election, held on Tuesday, November 8,
2016. The Republican ticket of businessman Donald Trump and Indiana Governor Mike Pence defeated the Democratic ticket of former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and U.S. Senator from Virginia Tim Kaine.
- While Clinton received about 2.9 million more votes nationwide, a margin of 2.1% of the total cast, Trump won a victory in the Electoral
College, winning 30 states with 306 pledged electors out of 538, and overturned the perennial swing states of Florida, Iowa and Ohio, as
well as the "blue wall" of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, which had been Democratic strongholds in presidential elections since
the 1990s. Leading up to the election, a Trump victory was projected unlikely by most media forecasts.
- In the Electoral College vote on December 19, seven electors voted against their pledged candidates: two against Trump and five against
Clinton. A further three electors attempted to vote against Clinton but were replaced or forced to vote again. Ultimately, Trump received
304 electoral votes and Clinton garnered 227, while Colin Powell won three, and John Kasich, Ron Paul, Bernie Sanders, and Faith
Spotted Eagle each received one.
- Trump will be the fifth person in U.S. history to become president despite losing the nationwide popular vote. He will be the first
president without any prior experience in public service, while Clinton was the first woman to be the presidential nominee of a major
American party.



The Presidential Historical data was quoted, copied and located from the 270 TO WIN – Historical Presidential Elections.
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