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A Comprehensive Plan for
Yates County
Introduction:
The Yates County Comprehensive Plan YCCP is essential for future efforts to plan,
leverage future funding sources, and coordinate with the municipalities within the
County to encourage positive development, preserve existing cultural and natural
resources and mitigate any present and future events such as natural and man-made
disasters. It is envisioned that the goals of the YCCP will be to enable cohesive policy
making and planning efforts as a substantive reference document to meet those needs.
The YCCP was developed in parallel with the County Vision and Mission Statement efforts
as adopted by the County Legislators. The intent is to incorporate the findings of the
resulting statements into a consistent County policy and goal set. As a result, the YCCP
will be a supporting and reference document for defining the overall County Plan,
implementation of policies to achieve the stated goals and evaluation of the
effectiveness of executed projects. The County undertook its last Comprehensive Plan
development at a time when the County was moving from one form of governance
(Board of Supervisors) to another (Legislature) in the early 1970’s. Some five decades
later, while many things have remained unchanged in the county a great deal of changes
have occurred both locally and globally to require an up-to-date plan to refer to and
support the ongoing mission of the County. The following is taken from that adopted
Vision, Mission and Values statement adopted by the Legislature:
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Adopted Vision Statement for Yates County:
“Yates County --- A community that values our people and environment. A place that
encourages prosperity, safety and opportunities for all.”
Adopted Mission Statement for Yates County:
“Yates County, while respecting the diverse and changing needs of our community,
will deliver high-quality services, supported by essential infrastructure, in a fiscallyresponsible, efficient manner.”
The accompanying core values shall form the basis for what the YCCP will address and
how it will evaluate issues, goals and policy:
Integrity, Teamwork, Accountability, Fiscal Responsibility, Stewardship, Respect &
Continuous Improvement.
This document is a collaborative effort by many agencies, boards, committees, and
individuals along with a substantial library of reference materials, studies, and
publications – all of which were the result of a dedicated effort of those who recognize
the importance of protecting and managing the delicate and irreplaceable resources that
make Yates County the unique and beautiful place that many call home.
Daniel R. Long, RA NCARB
Yates County Planner.
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What is a Comprehensive Plan?
The development Comprehensive Plan and its adoption serves as a policy guidance
document for the County government and in conjunction with the adopted Vision,
Mission and Values provides a framework from which future strategies are evaluated for
consistency in policy. The County Comprehensive Plan is an ever-evolving document and
requires periodic review to ensure that issues that may not have existed or considered in
the previous plan are included, goals that have been reached are acknowledged and
policies deemed irrelevant or no longer applicable are amended or removed. For
example, the developments of the last 50 years alone have driven changes in the
economy, social changes have altered the needs of families and the population as a
whole, the advent of social media, the internet, renewable energy, and world-wide
events such as the pandemic have caused many to alter the way they live, work and how
they see the world. The effects are felt everywhere and having a plan that addresses
those issues will provide immeasurable benefits.

What are the benefits of a Comprehensive Plan?
An adopted set of policies, goals and strategies helps define what a County wants to
accomplish. It provides the public an understanding of what the County intends to
achieve and the motivations behind the policies that are set forth within that document.
Without such a plan, the policies of County Government can become subject to the
immediate political and social whims of the times. Decisions made and actions taken
without first balancing them with a plan can often lead to unintended, long-term
consequences – potentially negative ones requiring further actions that could have been
avoided.
With such a plan, decisive actions on issues based upon agreed vision, mission and values
provide a greater chance of support and success for any endeavor undertaken. The
accomplishments foster and enforce the decisions of the County and serve to
demonstrate the effectiveness of careful planning and decisive leadership.

Scenes from various parts of the County: Route 14A and downtown Dundee.
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Steps in Developing a County Comprehensive Plan:
A County Comprehensive Plan is developed following the steps detailed on the following
pages from the General Municipal Law. This allows for ample public input in conjunction
with the public workshops and surveys implemented during the process.
GML 329-d County Comprehensive Plan
1. Content. The county comprehensive plan may include but shall not be limited to
the following topics at the level of detail adapted to the special requirements of the
county:
(a) General statements of goals, objectives, principles, policies, and standards upon
which proposals for the immediate and long-range protection, enhancement, growth and
development of the county are based;
(b) Consideration of regional needs and the official plans of other governmental units
and agencies within the county;
(c) The existing and proposed location and intensity of land uses;
(d) Consideration of agricultural uses, historic and cultural resources, coastal and natural
and scenic resources and sensitive environmental areas;
(e) Consideration of population, demographic and socio-economic trends and future
projections;
(f) The location and types of transportation facilities, including the reuse of abandoned
transportation facilities;
(g) Existing and proposed general location of public and private utilities and
infrastructure;
(h) Existing housing resources and future housing needs, including affordable housing;
(i) The present and future general location of educational and cultural facilities, historic
sites, health facilities, and facilities for emergency services;
(j) Existing and proposed recreation facilities and parkland;
(k) The present and potential future general location of commercial and industrial
facilities;
(l) Specific policies and strategies for improving the county economy in coordination
with other plan topics;
(m) Proposed measures, programs, devices, and instruments to implement the goals and
objectives of the various topics within the county comprehensive plan; (n) All or part of
the plan of another public agency;
(o) Any and all other items which are consistent with the protection, enhancement,
orderly growth and development of the county; and
(p) Consideration of cumulative impacts of development, and other issues which
promote compliance with the state environmental quality review act under article eight
of the environmental conservation law and its implementing regulations.

6|Page

2. Preparation. The county legislative body, or by resolution of such body the planning
board or a special board, may prepare a proposed county comprehensive plan and
amendments thereto. In the event the planning board or special board is directed to
prepare a proposed comprehensive plan or amendment thereto, such board shall, by
resolution, recommend such proposed plan or amendment to the county legislative
body.
3. Environmental review. A county comprehensive plan and any amendments thereto
shall be subject to the provisions of the state environmental quality review act under
article eight of the environmental conservation law and its implementing regulations. A
county comprehensive plan may be designed to also serve as, or be accompanied by, a
generic environmental impact statement pursuant to the state environmental quality
review act statute and regulations. No further compliance with such law is required for
subsequent site-specific county actions that are in conformance with the thresholds
established for such county actions in the generic environmental impact statements and
its findings.
4. Agricultural review and coordination. A county comprehensive plan and any
amendments thereto for a county containing all or part of an agricultural district or lands
receiving agricultural assessments within its jurisdiction, shall continue to be subject to
the provisions of article twenty-five-AA of the agriculture and markets law relating to the
enactment and administration of local laws, ordinances, rules or regulations. A newly
adopted or amended county comprehensive plan shall take into consideration applicable
county agricultural and farmland protection plans as created under article twenty-fiveAAA of the agriculture and markets law.
5. Referrals. The county legislative body shall, prior to adoption, refer the proposed
county comprehensive plan or any amendment thereto to the county and regional
planning boards as well as to the legislative bodies and to the planning boards of each
municipality within the county for review and recommendation.
6. Public Hearings and notice.
(a) Prior to adopting or amending a county comprehensive plan, the county legislative
body shall hold one or more hearings on such proposed plan or amendments thereto.
(b) Where a special board prepares the proposed county comprehensive plan the county
legislative body shall, within ninety days of receiving the special board's
recommendations on such proposed plan or amendment, and prior to the adoption of
the plan or amendment, hold a public hearing on such proposed plan or amendment.
(c) Notice of a public hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county at least ten calendar days in advance of the hearing. Notice shall also be
mailed to the chief executive officer and the chairperson of the planning board of each
municipality at least ten days before such hearing. Representatives of the regional or
county planning board, the commissioner of transportation or his or her representative,
7|Page

county departments, municipalities, citizens, and other interested parties shall be given
the opportunity to be heard.
7. Adoption. The county legislative body may adopt by resolution a county
comprehensive plan or any amendment thereto.
8. Filing of adopted county comprehensive plan. The adopted county comprehensive
plan and any amendments thereto shall be filed in the office of the county clerk or
register and a copy thereof filed in the office of the county planning board, with the
secretary of state, as well as with the clerk of each municipality within the county.
9. Effect of adoption.
(a) All county land acquisitions and public improvements, including those identified in
the county official map adopted or amended pursuant to this article, shall be in
accordance with a county comprehensive plan, if one exists.
(b) All plans for capital projects of a municipality or state governmental agency on land
included in the county comprehensive plan adopted pursuant to this section shall take
such plan into consideration.
10. Periodic review. The county legislative body shall provide, as a component of such
proposed county comprehensive plan, the maximum intervals at which the adopted plan
shall be reviewed.
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Typical chart of Comprehensive Adoption Process.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO YATES COUNTY & ITS HISTORY:
On February 5, 1823, Yates County was formed from a portion of Ontario County, including the area
that included Vine Valley, Middlesex, Penn Yan, and Dresden, New York. The county was named after
a former Governor, Joseph C. Yates who signed the act establishing the County. The county consists
of 376 square miles, 338 of which is land and 38 square miles of water. The county borders on three
of the Finger Lakes, Canandaigua to the west, Keuka in the center and south, and Seneca to the east.
In 2010 the population was 24,841 based on Census estimates from 2018 making Yates the thirdleast populous county in New York.
The County is located within an hour of the larger metropolitan areas of Rochester, Corning and
Elmira and the County seat is located in the Village of Penn Yan, with a population of 5,159 and it is
the largest population center in the County located on the eastern branch of Keuka Lake.
Communities within Yates County include the Towns of Barrington, Benton, Italy, Jerusalem,
Middlesex, Milo, Potter, Starkey, and Torrey. Villages besides Penn Yan are Dresden, located on
Seneca Lake in the Town of Torrey, Dundee located in the Town of Starkey, and Rushville that resides
both in Yates and Ontario County to the north. Other population centers include the Hamlets of
Bellona (Benton), Branchport and Keuka Park (Jerusalem), Glenora, Lakemont and Rock Stream
(Starkey), and Himrod (Milo).
The County is characterized by large farm fields in the north and eastern portions (Benton, Potter,
Torrey, Milo and Starkey) with more varied topography heading west in the Towns of Middlesex, Italy
and Jerusalem. Keuka Lake provides for some dramatic vistas and topographic features such as “the
Bluff” which bisects the lake into its distinctive “Y” shape. The eastern branch empties into Seneca
Lake via the Outlet, a natural watercourse that hosted a canal and railbed in the past and is now an
attractive walking trail between Penn Yan and Dresden.
Farms dominate the landscape as do the Finger Lakes of Canandaigua, Keuka and Seneca which
provide a great tourist attraction and backdrop for the many wineries and other tourism-related
activities found in Yates and the Finger Lakes Region as a whole. The rural nature and makeup of a
majority of the county provides for a picturesque and unrushed landscape that holds its own
attraction for many from the region and beyond looking to escape the stress and crowded urban
metropolitan areas. Small and simple lakeside cottages are being replaced by year-round homes of a
high-end nature and many are being used as short-term rentals in an effort to offset the increase in
property taxes.
As farming and agriculture form the base of activity in the County (including dairy and crop farms,
vineyards, and apple orchards). Industrial activities, while still present in the County, have waned
compared to the past but include many food processing, fabrication, and material processing
businesses. Tourism and related hospitality businesses have prospered relatively recently with the
number of hotels, short-term rentals on the lakeshore, bed and breakfasts, restaurants and other
venues related to the smaller-scale wine and brewery production.
Activities for visitors and residents alike tend to focus on the lakes and there is a distinct shortage of
cultural and entertainment venues due, in part to the small supporting population, further
exacerbated by the recent pandemic.
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The County finds itself adjusting to the events of 2020 with the effects of the pandemic and the
mandated shut-down of public venues, businesses, schools and the shift to remote working and
learning. This has led to many areas suffering a substantial financial and fiscal downturn, loss of tax
revenue and forced many to rethink how business is conducted and services are provided. The
effects will be felt for years and in aspects of life over a broad range of activities. Yates County has
benefitted to some extent from its rural character in that more urban counties are seeing far more
dramatic downturns in activity and revenue. While the negative effects to businesses has not
escaped this western NY county, the potential for recovery seems more attainable that it is for some.
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YATES COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: Demographics and Their Overall Use
Demographics are the key element in preparing a plan whereby future development
predictions can be made. Without a clear set of ‘rules’ or guidelines, development of a plan
is difficult if not impossible. It should be made clear that this plan is a guidance document,
meant to help shape and support policies the County feels are important and in need of
being addressed for the benefit of the entire County. Reference to specific projects,
programs and directives are related to those that the County can undertake within its
authority.
The science of planning realizes that this nation needs a planned course of action if it is to
progress financially and alleviate potential ecological/ developmental problems. Our natural
resources (e.g. oil, timber etc.) are good examples of previously unplanned activities, which
were assumed to be infinitely available to the American consumer. This type of attitude has
changed and efforts to conserve, use renewable resources and generate clean energy are
manifesting themselves throughout Yates County. Being a County of such unique beauty
and pure resources (e.g. water, agriculture, open space, etc.) it is one of those areas
cherished not only by its residents but also by millions in the near metropolitan Northeast.
While the focus on developing such energy alternatives, the potential for reducing or even
eliminating natural resources such as viewsheds, character of the region, and removal of
prime agricultural lands from use. The implications seem clear: active preservation and
conservation that considers all these factors is critical.
Large-scale development has historically been slow and infrequent, as the economic
incentives (e.g. housing close to place of employment) are still an issue and a large
portion of the employed population commutes from outside the County. However, time
has a way of changing these characteristics (e.g. short-term rentals, affordable housing,
etc.) and planning may be able to predict such trends before they drastically affect the
County's natural/ cultural environment. In the past few years, the shift of small seasonal
cottages on the lakeshore has given way to high-end residential development. At the
present time, there are few such parcels in existence and the pressures brought by such
intense development have caused the expansion of water/ sewage utilities and mandated
a more detailed review of such development to ensure protection of the environment and
neighborhood character. As the County becomes more attractive to those wanting to
leave the dense urban areas, the demand for amenities and services taken for granted will
be a major factor in the continued development of the County. Whether the development
is rapid or slow we believe that County residents should be given the authority to manage
their own destiny for future generations and to preserve and maintain what makes the
County so unique and attractive.
Following is the primary list of demographics (not totally inclusive) used to gauge the future
development in Yates County. Through the planning process, the following elements have
been evaluated according to their effect on transportation, natural resources, public utilities,
human resources, and land use:
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1)
GENERAL COUNTY-WIDE STATISTICS: An overview of the County, its
resources, population, parcels, and relation to other counties.
2)
POPULATION PROJECTIONS- Using census breakdowns over past years
we are able to predict various living conditions in communities of the future.
Probably one of the most important indicators of where the County is going.
3)
LAND USES – Percentage of land in ag use, residential, commercial,
recreational, etc. This demographic helps understand the overall make-up of
the County and how residents use one of its primary resources.
4)
HOUSING - Availability of housing, existing profile of types of housing,
and projected needs, now and in the future.
5)
EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC PROFILE – Employment levels, number of
jobs and their type, existing businesses, industries, and fields such as tourism and
hospitality. This demographic assists in gauging the overall employment drivers and
economic health of the County.
6)
NATURAL RESOURCES – Natural resources such as water bodies,
available parks and recreational opportunities, walking trails, etc. Analyze
their present use (e.g. water, soils, etc.) considering progressing development.
Impact local land use ordinances upon these areas. Natural resources that are
accessible and available to residents helps gauge the quality of life in the
County.
7)
AGRICULTURE – Overall farm and ag-related business profile, size of farms,
amount of ag property in production and quantification of produce (dairy, vegetable,
farm crop types, etc). Agricultural trends, marketing conditions, viability of past and
present agriculture, unique areas, legislative and economic sanctions regarding
agricultural continuance, etc. Use elements such as these to analyze the future of
County agriculture.
8)
EDUCATION RESOURCES AND ATTAINMENT LEVELS – Number of school
districts, district profiles, student populations and level of education of County
residents can provide a clearer picture of the quality of the workforce, and
educational resources available to residents.
The evaluation of these demographics in each broad category or concern (Agriculture,
Natural Resources/ Environmental Protection, Economic / Community Development,
Human Resources and County Infrastructure/ Services) for every town and village in the
County helps generate a list of issues to be resolved, goals reflective of the County’s Vision
and Mission along with policies and proposed actions for their solution.
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It is granted that this method is not totally objective or all-encompassing in scope but we
believe it to be a relatively accurate gauge of community concerns for the future. We have
assessed future impacts under today's conditions (e.g. economic, etc.) and what we know to
be continuing condition trends. The process to develop a new plan included surveys of the
residents, collecting basic information from age, location and employment status to rating
elements such as quality of life, services and feedback on what is working and what is in
need of inclusion or improvement. The results of this survey are included in the appendix of
the plan and incorporated into it where relevant.
As mentioned in the introduction to demographics, population projections are one of the
planner’s more important tools when anticipating the future community.
Related to this analysis are projections in such areas as housing, ethnic groups, income
levels, work force etc. By relating all this data for a certain community, we obtain a rough
picture of its future. And from this we can make logical and validate inferences about the
other parameters for that community as well.
The Yates County Comprehensive Development Plan is based on at least a 20-year future.
This means that all Plan recommendations will reflect this in the Goals/ Policies portion of
the document. The projected 20 yr. population level is seeing a gradual decrease. In the
2010 Census the population was estimated at 25,364, nearly ten years later the population
dropped to 24,913, a drop of 1.8%. This percentage decrease and its causation is something
that demands consideration when planning for support services, housing, and economic
development.
One example of the need for plan reviews are the predictions for population. Back in the
1970’s the County Plan predicted a steady increase in population, upwards of 18 %. This did
not occur and the demographic shift in the population with the influx of the Amish and
Mennonite and their expansion in the agricultural and related businesses was not something
previously predicted. This reinforces the need for regular and periodic review of the
Comprehensive Plan. Currently the 2020 Census is being taken, after delays caused by the
recent pandemic and the population will likely continue to show a decrease due to segments
of the population leaving the state to find more gainful employment and to escape the
higher taxes.
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County Population Table (1950-2010) :

Yates County Population Trends
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County Population Prediction/ Trend Chart
Such predictions did not consider any major shifts in land use policy (ordinances, etc.),
disrupting economic influences, etc. However, as the last few years have shown, such
predictions may become irrelevant in the light of substantial societal upheavals or global
events that effect Yates County. Wherever those effects have been experienced, they have
been incorporated into the plans’ evaluation of issues, goals and policies. The urban areas of
the County -- the residential, industrial, and business development around previously settled
villages and hamlets (those areas supporting more population or buildings per acre). These
areas generally offer more services to the public. Rural areas conversely are more sparsely
settled and lying outside the urban areas. This information will provide a clear focus on
concerns that local municipalities and the public at large have voiced in the past for Yates
County.
Using these projections and one's knowledge of the communities in Yates County, definitions
may be made as to the time that an issue (e.g. sewage pollution of potable water,
overextension of a social service, etc.) will become critical for a given area. By knowing this
the local municipalities may want to study a concern in depth for his area and then possibly
take some steps to discourage a potentially critical situation from arising. The merits of this
County Comprehensive Development Plan are not only to recognize concerns having intermunicipal boundary implications but to also recommend solutions for them that local
governments may be able to pursue and utilize the County Plan as support for such action.
To this end the Yates County Planning Board in conjunction with the County Planning
Department can provide technical and coordinative assistance to the local community as
well as the County-at-large in an effort to minimize future concerns and implement efficient
practices (e.g. land use, human services, etc.
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COUNTY ISSUES, GOALS AND POLICIES: VISION, MISSION AND CORE VALUES AND HOW
THEY RELATE TO AND GUIDE THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.
Adopted Vision Statement for Yates County:
“Yates County --- A community that values our people and environment. A place that
encourages prosperity, safety and opportunities for all.”
Adopted Mission Statement for Yates County:
“Yates County, while respecting the diverse and changing needs of our community,
will deliver high-quality services, supported by essential infrastructure, in a fiscallyresponsible, efficient manner.”
The accompanying core values shall form the basis for what the YCCP will address and
how it will evaluate issues, goals and policy:
Integrity, Teamwork, Accountability, Fiscal Responsibility, Stewardship, Respect &
Continuous Improvement.
The Vision, Mission and Values statement was adopted by the Legislature in 2017, the result
of a series of workshops earlier that same year. The County Comprehensive Plan along with
its proposed goals and policies are the reflective of these standards. Without a adopted
Vision, Mission and Values for the County the work of drafting a Comprehensive Plan would
have nothing from which to compare and evaluate proposed goals and actions and their
level of success. In short, the Vision, Mission and Values forms the foundation from which
any plan or action is built. No plan that is absent this critical information would be relevant
for long and hold little or no value.

The bridge over the Outlet in Penn Yan (left), Lock ruins in the Outlet trail (right). Photo credit: Steve Knapp.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ISSUES, GOALS and POLICIES:
The Issues, Goals and Policies portion of the plan is a culmination of the work and
information gathering done in previous elements of this study phase. It also officially
recognizes and proposes a plan for action in solving many of the concerns identified by the
Yates County public in past years (i.e. by such groups as the Yates County Community
Agencies, Public Health, Soil and Water, Keuka Lake Association, SWIO, Cornell Cooperative
Extension, and other service organizations). Planning proposes an "interwoven fabric" that
recognizes interrelationships between people and their environment. It is our contention to
recognize a full range of concerns that if not planned for and comprehensively dealt with as a
unit might produce serious community issues. Many of the following concerns are
interrelated and need this type of coordinated action if a community is to progress by
environmentally and economically sound means.
The following concerns have been identified as goals for action by Yates County communities
and such entities as chambers of commerce; private business and industry; local, County,
State and Regional departments; service organizations, senior citizen groups; youth advocacy
group; local public officials; etc. The concerns are described and cited by this Plan because
they are common to several community areas, or although isolated in a certain community,
are significant enough to deserve County-wide attention. Also, by recognizing these Plan
concerns we are inferring that planning to remedy these situations should begin soon, if not
already in progress. It might be more economical to plan now to better a facility or situation
so that problems do not arise later on a more inopportune and costly basis. Understand
however that until a certain developmental level is reached a critical situation might not
exist (even after the twenty-year period). Also, a "piecemeal planning and implementation
measure" (e.g. moratorium on building in a certain area, state funds to operate a social
program for several years, etc.) might retard the development of the situation for several
months or years.
We are breaking concerns into the five major categories of Agriculture and Land Use,
Natural Resources & Environmental Protection, Economic & Community Development,
Human Resources & Development, County Infrastructure & Services. The categories are
broad enough to include any important County concerns, however the periodic review
process will allow for any alterations, inclusions or omissions. As previously stated, we
recognize many of these concerns as having County-wide or vital local significance. For a
specific community to remedy a potential concern it might have to investigate the situation
in more detail (e.g. sewerage study).
The following analysis is to be used in direct conjunction with the Issues, Goals and Policies
Section of this report. These Plan recommendations will shed some light on the
interrelationship between concern elements as well as the need for a coordinated plan in
working towards human and environmental betterment. The Yates County Planning Board
and the Planning Department wishes to work with local planning boards, agencies’ groups,
and individuals to this ultimate end.
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The concerns are herein stated and somewhat described. When relevant they will be
oriented to specific geographical areas and analyzed considering regional and national
significance. Plan recommendations will be forthcoming with tools or agencies to implement
a course for action possibly being suggested.
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ISSUE/ GOALS / POLICIES:
As mentioned earlier, the defining of Issues, Goals and Policies to resolve them should
be reflective of and their success by measured by the adopted Core Values listed below.
1) Accountability through measurable results;
2) Provide for Continuous Improvement;
3) Maintain Fiscal Responsibility;
4) Promote Integrity and Transparency of actions;
5) Foster Respect of and for all;
6) Encourage Stewardship;
7) Recognize opportunities for and encourage Teamwork wherever
possible.

County Comprehensive Plan Categories:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Agriculture and Land Use
Natural Resources & Environmental Protection
Economic & Community Development
Human Resources & Development
County Infrastructure & Services.
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AGRICULUTURAL DISTRICT #1 – YATES COUNTY
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Comprehensive Plan Category #1:
AGRICULTURE AND LAND USE:
Agriculture is the dominant economic driver with tourism being a close second for generation
of revenue. Agriculture plays a keystone role in the economy of Yates County. Farms add to
the rural landscape, keep land prices steady during times of recession and increase tourism to
the area. Agriculture in Yates County provides jobs and support a variety of support
businesses. The County Ag district comprises a substantial amount of the available land
(114,922 acres are in ag use in 2017) and it continues to provide jobs and income for many
residents of Yates. According to 2017 USDA data, 99% of farms in Yates are family owned. Of
those, 41% produce crops while 59% are involved in livestock, poultry, and other products.
The number of farms has dropped 6% since 2012 and the size of a farm has dropped 4% since
that same period.
Land use has seen shifts never contemplated 5 decades ago. The introduction of renewable or
‘green’ energy projects have created solar farms comprising acres of land to generate power
from the sun. Wind dominant sites became the focus of wind turbine installations, altering
the character in a more impactful way static than a cell tower site ever could. Hydraulic
fracking to release previously inaccessible natural gas deposits and the potential for ground
water contamination has for the time being subsided due to reduced costs of other energy
sources. As resources become increasingly scarce, this issue could return. New uses or
adaptations of existing uses not anticipated in the last few years, such as short-term rentals,
the impending legalization of marijuana and its sale, the shift to at-home businesses or
remote work all have impacts that have changed the character of neighborhoods related to
traffic, property values, and the safety and well-being of residents. Proper use of zoning and
land use controls can help address these concerns and mitigation potential negative impacts.
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ISSUES RELATED TO AGRICULTURE AND LAND USE:
Changes in farm demographics as the population shifts to more Mennonite and Amish owned
farm production, pressures from corporate production of products in the ag industry,
challenges for farm owners in dealing with changes in the climate and mitigating any factors
that could jeopardize operations and production, sustaining the agricultural uses for future
generations, and succession planning for continuity of operation are all factors in this
category. Farming is a challenging endeavor from a financial perspective and developments in
the energy industry could cause prime farmland to be removed from production. Solar farms
in particular could offer a better financial model for owners than farming and the attraction
to lease this valuable land to a use not consistent with an ag district and taking fertile
farmland out of production could lead to other unintended consequences. There is a need for
infrastructure to be maintained and improved in order to better meet the needs of
agriculture and our changing populations leading to an increase in slow moving vehicles such
as tractors and buggies.
Issues related to land use are the substantial increase of short-term rentals, especially with
lakefront property, have created concerns about property values, neighborhood character,
traffic from over-crowding, contamination of the lake due to septic systems being taxed
beyond capacity due to change in the occupancy patterns. Existing property owners with
allowed uses that decide to change the use of their property for various reasons is another
issue. While this may not be new, the pressures due to the events of this past year have
brought many to look at new ways to generate income from home or their previous business
location. The potential legalization of marijuana has attracted potential businesses related to
sale and distribution of THC (tetrahydrocannabinol) related products including marijuana,
with the concern on what effects these types of businesses would have on neighborhoods.
GOALS/STRATEGIES RELATED TO AGRICULTURE AND LAND USE:
Goals related to Agriculture and Land use included in the County Comprehensive Plan are:
1) To develop a sustainable development related to agricultural use that considers
community effects of succession planning and effects to the farming community and
the County.
2) To reduce negative impacts of such production and protect the agricultural
community in the County.
3) To mitigate any negative effects of climate and environment that would reduce or
limit agricultural use and production.
4) To preserve the prime agricultural soils and reduce their removal from viable and
productive agricultural uses.
5) To provide continued support to the County's agricultural industry. To support
development of other industry.
6) To provide areas for commercial and industrial development consistent with a
balanced land use plan.
7) To assist the employability for those in the low income or minority groups.
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8) To address negative impacts of such new uses that could impact the quality of life for
those in the County.
Strategies and Policies for the Plan include:
Update the Yates County Farmland Protection Plan:
This plan was developed and published in 2004 and needs updating to respond to recent
developments in land use. The County should support any effort to update this plan and
supplement to the County Comprehensive Plan.
Encourage Sustainable Use of Farms and Farmland:
The County should coordinate with agencies such as Cornell Cooperative Extension, Yates
County Soil & Water, USDA and NY Ag & Markets to educate farmers on best farm practices
(BFP), develop programs that assist farmers to maintain prime soils and mitigate potential
extreme conditions that could jeopardize farm operations and production.
Discourage Un-regulated Development:
Review of and adoption of new regulations that ease uncontrolled development on prime
agricultural land for short-term financial benefits at the cost of future opportunities and
potential benefits. Towns within the county should create zones based on soil quality,
avoiding those which are of good to prime quality for farming to place renewable energy
production sites.
Support of Zoning and Land Use Plans:
This goal is one that remains consistent in any Comprehensive Plan. The periodic review and
updating of zoning law and land use is a task that all municipalities need to undertake and the
County may assist in providing the latest information, legislation and training to help in
maintaining zoning as an effective tool for management. Examine current policies to
understand how they affect land transitions on actively farmed properties. Study the
demographics of current farmers to enact policies to encourage land to be kept in farming
rather than transitioned into development. Support Farmland Protection Implementation
Grants as a tool for transitioning land between generations of farmers. Study ways to
streamline the process of transitioning farmland between family members. Support Farmland
Protection Implementation Grants through letters of support and funding to protect farmland
in Yates County. Adopt the Yates County Agricultural Development and Farmland
Enhancement Plan as part of the Comprehensive Plan.
New uses and adaptation of existing uses not consistent with zoning laws or ones not even
defined in zoning laws should be reviewed and an active effort to enact moratoria where
appropriate so that local governments can review and seek out effective consultation and
council in order to update, amend or adopt new land use controls addressing these issues.
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The County can study ways to improve road conditions for slow moving vehicles, tractors and
other modes of transportation unique to this area; including widening the shoulders where
appropriate and prudent. Increase signage for improved awareness of slow moving vehicles
throughout the county.
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Comprehensive Plan Category #2:
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION:
Yates County hosts a wide variety of natural resources; timber, fertile farmland, fresh water
lakes, scenic viewsheds, wildlife and a location that places in a well-positioned climate that
does not typically experience the extremes of other places in the country that have to deal
with forest fires, mudslides, massive droughts, tornados or hurricanes (while the occasional
one does manage to pass through). Natural resources extend to those natural features that
make Yates County unique. The County is in an area of several large freshwater lakes (Finger
Lakes and the Great Lakes). The Outlet is one example; a natural watercourse flowing from
Keuka Lake to Seneca that hosts a walking trail at present and played a part in the
development of the County in times past. Bare Hill and Vine Valley in Middlesex each have
their own story to tell visitors and residents alike. The topography of the glacial lakes provides
for some challenging and memorable views. Wide open farmland on the highlands between
Seneca and Keuka in the Town of Milo and Benton offer some of the most scenic rural views
in the northeast.
ISSUES RELATED TO NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION:
The quality of freshwater lakes is constantly being threatened by development and lack of
effective management of the watershed. There is a distinct lack of public access to the lakes
and parks with activities that attract and serve the public. Development of uses that have
potential of impacting the scenic and rural character of the County are becoming more
frequent. Increase of development along the lakeshore is leading to more immediate and
substantial effects on water quality and the environment.
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GOALS/ STRATEGIES RELATED TO NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION:
Goals of the County Comprehensive Plan are:
1) To preserve that land for agriculture which are identified as having unique value. To
control the use of environmentally sensitive land as necessary to prevent destruction.
To reclaim unwisely used lands by such techniques as re-forestation.
2) To preserve the limited amount of shoreline and expand public access where possible
for benefit of the greatest number of people.
3) To reduce and control the impact of development to mitigate any negative impacts to
the County and region.
4) To acquire necessary land, water, and facilities need to provide proper recreation
activities. To develop a coordinated recreational program adequate for the needs of
all.

Keuka Outlet Trail.
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Strategies and Policies for the Plan include:
Support Stewardship Efforts:
The County should look to sponsor and support efforts to protect the watersheds of all lakes
within its borders. This is not limited to development of focused plans, such as the 9E plan, to
delineate needs and actions to protect our primary resource: water. Planning assistance and
support to local governments could be a way to help towns and villages to address their local
issues of preserving our natural resources and protect the environment.
Encourage Public Parks and other Amenities:
There are several resources that have been maintained by the local municipalities to provide
parks and other ‘outdoor’ venues for public use. These have been shown to be one of the
things that residents value and visitors search for when in the area. Walking trails, parks,
playgrounds, nature preserves, and similar venues attract and promote a sense that the
County understands and values such spaces. The County should continue to support efforts to
preserve natural resources, develop programs related to public parks, other venues, and
cultural events wherever possible.
The County shall explore and support wherever possible the efforts of local municipalities in
projects and programs that promote the preservation, responsible and sustainable use of
natural resources. The County grant program, named the Yates County Natural and
Recreational Resources Grant, initiated in 2018 helps support projects related to preserving
and expanding natural and recreational opportunities in Yates. The program uses funding
from the tourism fund to provide financing.
Acquiring Land or other Unique Resources for the Public Good:
Many of the policies and strategies for issues faced by residents of the County involve
collaborating with local government or other agencies and organizations to enable and realize
the goals set forth in the Comprehensive Plan. There may be instances whereby the County
itself sees fit to acquire property or other similar resources in an effort to preserve and
protect such natural and recreational resources from inappropriate development.
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Comprehensive Plan Category #3:
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:
While the natural and scenic benefits of the County attract some to live here, there is the
practical aspect of economic and community needs that still requires debate. People still need
viable employment, a decent place to live and the ability to participate in activities not strictly
related to the basic aspects of everyday living. Vibrant neighborhoods, active downtown
districts, encouraging places that residents can shop locally and are suited to their needs are
challenges of a never-ending nature.
ISSUES RELATED TO ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:
Lack of qualified employees, many people commute to work in the County. Some urban
centers do not have the basic support services (grocery stores, other retail locations, etc.)
expected in other similar centers. There are little to no places for entertainment or cultural
activities. Residents must travel outside the county to obtain services and products they
cannot find in the county. The availability of affordable housing for those living and working in
the county is limited. Access to broadband internet that is affordable, reliable and available to
all persons in Yates.
GOALS/ STRATEGIES RELATED TO ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:
Goals included in the County Comprehensive Plan are:
1) To provide further viable employment opportunities for residents in the County that
will retain skilled and quality employees and attract those from outside the County to
help expand economic development.
2) To provide residents with local access to such services, increase employment
opportunities and reduce the need to travel outside the County for such services.
3) To provide for entertainment and cultural activities in the County that will benefit and
improve the quality of life in the County.
4) To provide residents affordable housing options that will encourage them to remain,
work and contribute to the overall quality of life in the County.
5) To provide each resident in the County affordable and reliable broadband internet
access.
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Strategies and Policies for the Plan include:
Encourage Development:
Strengthen relationship with local development agency (FLEDC) to explore new ways to
support businesses. Work with the County Chamber of Commerce to expand outreach to
potential business. Support the update of a housing study that focuses on the current and
projected needs related not only to the immediate needs for such housing but the socialeconomic impacts of such housing. Encourage local zoning to provide for such housing where
appropriate and/or the redevelopment of such areas whose uses are no longer viable.
Support Community Projects:
Offer administrative and sponsorship support to those municipalities unable to apply for
funding to realize local community projects. Collaborate with agencies of similar mission to
achieve projects. Support efforts to provide entertainment and cultural venues to expand
offerings to residents and tourists alike throughout the year.
Expand access to Broadband:
Provide the means to the unserved and underserved for access to the internet and ensure
that all persons have this access in the County. Seek out funding sources and beneficial
partnerships to enable the expansion of internet access to all residents in the County.

The Windmill on Route 14A, a popular destination for residents and visitors alike.
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Comprehensive Plan Category #4:
HUMAN RESOURCES & DEVELOPMENT:
As with any community the needs for education, training, health care, the aging population
and social services become a necessity. The more complex a community becomes the more
the need for services that address that of its population. Affordable and available healthcare,
the opportunity to advance one’s education, provide for and make available social service
support that meets the needs of those groups seeking it and satisfies the needs of those same
groups.
ISSUES RELATED TO HUMAN RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT:
Healthcare availability and affordability. Access to education and skills training. Social services
for an aging population and those at risk due to a range of issues including addiction, and
mental illness.
GOALS/ STRATEGIES RELATED TO HUMAN RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT:
Goals included in the County Comprehensive Plan are:
1) To assist residents in finding and acquiring healthcare services that best fit their
needs.
2) To ensure that residents have access to education and skills training that is affordable
and offers opportunities to find viable employment and improve their lives.
3) To provide support for at-risk populations such as the elderly, those dealing with
addiction and mental illness.
Strategies and Policies for the Plan include:
Develop Partnerships with the Appropriate Parties:
Seek out partnerships with agencies such as Finger Lakes Health, local healthcare providers
and services to maintain quality and mitigate costs to residents. The County will support
efforts to enable residents to achieve the stated goals in the most financially responsible
manner possible. Sponsorship of grants and encouraging partnerships with agencies
delivering such services to maintain and enhance what is available to the public.
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Comprehensive Plan Category #5:
COUNTY INFRASTRUCTURE & SERVICES:
This is for the most part, the primary operational obligation of any County government: keep
the roads open, maintain the peace, and respond in an emergency. Keeping the roads in good
repair requires a Highway crew to inspect and repair roads under County jurisdiction -- often
under a multi-year plan to predict the costs of such work and its anticipated benefit.
Governmental operations include the obligations of the legal system (courts) and its
anticipated outcome (jail facility). Other County-wide infrastructure not directly under its
responsibility, such as water and sewer systems, and services not originally imagined such as
internet access, could be addressed by leveraging the County resources and sponsorship
ability to encourage further development along these beneficial lines.

ISSUES RELATED TO COUNTY INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES:
The typical issues are maintaining roads, inspection of existing water and sewer systems,
emergency services and support, and Public safety services and support. Some governments
approach these through shared service agreements with municipalities. Other related issues
are addressing the varied modes of traffic and transport (farm equipment, horse-drawn
buggies, bicycles, etc.) that share the roads.
GOALS/ STRATEGIES RELATED TO COUNTY INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES:
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Goals included in the County Comprehensive Plan are:
1) To continue to maintain County Roads and highways in an efficient and cost-effective
manner that does not compromise quality and safety.
2) To provide infrastructure that provides essential services to residents, protects the
environment and allows for future development.
3) To fulfill the obligations of protecting the public, providing an equitable and accessible
court system and provide support during emergencies or other critical events that
may occur.
4) To increase access, improve safety and improve the transportation of goods and
services throughout the County and the connection to areas outside the County.
5) To reduce the life-cycle costs, waste production and energy consumption by the
County.
6) To reduce the cost of providing services, seek means to deliver services to residents in
a more efficient manner.
Strategies and Policies for the Plan include:
Seek out Potential Efficiencies:
Seek ways to reduce operational costs, improve efficiency, and upgrade facilities. Encourage
the use of shared services with all municipalities. Utilize the latest technologies available to
reduce energy consumption and waste and improve the efficiency of County buildings and
related infrastructure.
Identify and Address Deficiencies:
Pursue sources of funding to improve and expand services and utilities that lacking or are not
provided at all but deemed necessary for the residents and can benefit the County overall.
Sponsor and/or partner in efforts to support improvements in such areas of infrastructure
that local governments are pursuing but lack the ability in either resources or opportunities to
achieve those goals.
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES/ GOALS / POLICIES:
Included in the Comprehensive Plan is an issues/goals/policy matrix that helps to summarize
what the County views as relevant and appropriate to address. This matrix is included pages
for reference.
Comprehensive Plan 2020 (Revised and Updated
Matrix)
ISSUES

GOALS

POLICIES

Changes in Farm
demographics as the
population shifts to more
Mennonite and Amish
owned farm production.

To develop a sustainable
development related to
agricultural use that considers
community effects of succession
planning and influences to the
farming community and the
County.

Prepare and adopt a County Farmland Protection
Plan in cooperation with the Farmland Protection
Board and Cornell Cooperative Extension. Ensure
preservation of unique agricultural lands in a
sustainable manner.

Pressures from Corporate
production of products in the
Ag Industry.

To reduce negative impacts of
such production and protect the
agricultural community in the
County.

Promote the continued improvement of
agricultural production that balances the need for
competitiveness with environmental stewardship.

Changes in the climate that
could affect production and
operations.

To mitigate any negative effects
of climate and environment that
would reduce or limit agricultural
use and production.

Provide educational and networking resources to
farmers on best practices, methods of soil / crop
protection, and encourage efforts to incorporate
technology in monitoring and evaluation of results.
Locate sources of funding to help farmers reduce
the costs of improvements that would reduce soil
loss and preserve water quality. Take actions to
prevent development of lands identified as having
a flood hazard or displaying excessive slope.

Removal of fertile ag parcels
from Production for other
uses/ development.

To preserve the prime
agricultural soils and reduce their
removal from viable and
productive agricultural uses.

Update and adopt the County Farmland Protection
Plan and collaborate with agencies i.e. Soil and
Water and local governments to educate
landowners of change of use issues. Encourage
adoption of updated land use zoning to address the
issue.

Agriculture and Land
Use
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Sustaining Agricultural uses
for future generations.

To provide continued support to
the County's agricultural industry.
To support development of other
industry. To provide areas for
commercial and industrial
development consistent with a
balanced land use plan. To assist
the employability for those in the
low income or minority groups.

Adopt land use and other plans, which will
maintain the County's unique agricultural base.
Promote the use of agricultural districts and other
controls, which help, give effect to those plans.
Recognize the need for and designate land needed
for commercial and industrial development in
appropriate locations. Support education and
training programs, which will provide opportunity
for obtaining marketable skills, and produce a
reservoir of qualified employees.

New uses and development
such as solar and wind farms,
short-term rentals,
legalization of controlled
substances, adult uses and
businesses are influencing
the quality of the landscape
and neighborhoods.

To address negative impacts of
such new uses that could
influence the quality of life for
those in the County.

Coordinate with local governments on issues that
affect land use and zoning and provide planning
support to encourage adoption of regulations that
would maintain local government control over
previously un-regulated or non-conforming uses
not defined in land use legislation.

The quality of freshwater
sources such as the lakes and
streams.

To preserve that land for
agriculture identified as having
unique value. To control the use
of environmentally sensitive land
as necessary to prevent
destruction. To reclaim unwisely
used lands by such techniques as
re-forestation.

Identify unique land and adopt land use plans,
which retain those unique agricultural lands in that
use. Encourage municipalities to further identify
valuable agricultural land, adopt plans, and land
use controls, which will protect those lands. Adopt
programs to control erosion and run-off.
Discourage installation of public water and sewer,
and private waste disposal systems in areas subject
to pollution or where development is not
appropriate. Adopt programs to promote
reforestation and other land reclamation
techniques.

Lack of public access to the
lakes and parkland.

To preserve the limited amount
of shoreline and expand public
access where possible for benefit
of the greatest number of
people.

Acquire shoreline areas where the opportunity
presents in order to make such recreational land
available to the public. Adopt County plans,
encourage adoption of local plans, and land use
controls to allow for such uses and locate
resources and funding to assist local governments
and agencies to fulfill this goal.

Natural Resources and
Environmental
Protection
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Increase of development in
areas that are
environmentally sensitive or
unique.

To reduce and control the impact
of development to mitigate any
negative impacts to the County
and region.

Continue to work with local governments to ensure
that land use zoning and controls are updated and
adequate to address current and future issues
where possible by providing training classes,
educational resources and inter-agency
coordination to facilitate such efforts.

Brownfield and abandoned
industrial sites.

To acquire necessary land, water,
and facilities need to provide
proper recreation activities. To
develop a coordinated
recreational program adequate
for the needs of all.

Acquire appropriate land and water needed to
serve the anticipated population. Construct
facilities and organize recreational programs.
Consider recreational needs as part of County
Comprehensive Plans. Encourage coordination of
programs to avoid duplication and assure
maximum use of facilities. Consider multiple use
whenever possible.

Lack of local qualified
employees.

To provide further viable
employment opportunities for
residents in the County that will
retain skilled and quality
employees and attract those
from outside the County to help
expand economic development.

Provide adequate access to employment,
education, recreation, housing and cultural
activities when planning for those portions of the
community targeted for economic and community
development. Work with local governments to find
funding and resources to accomplish such goals.

Lack of basic support services
in some urban centers
(grocery stores, other retail
and service businesses).

To provide residents with local
access to such services, increase
employment opportunities and
reduce the need to travel outside
the County for such services.

Work with local governments on their
development plans by offering planning assistance
and resources. Utilize the resources of the regional
planning councils to encourage interactions of local
governments in finding ways to redevelop and
enhance neighborhoods.

Limited venues for
entertainment or cultural
activities.

To provide for entertainment and
cultural activities in the County
that will benefit and improve the
quality of life in the County.

Support efforts to provide entertainment and
cultural venues to expand offerings to residents
and tourists alike throughout the year.

Economic and
Community
Development
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Lack of affordable housing in
locations suited to attract
and support residents.

To provide residents affordable
housing options that will
encourage them to remain, work
and contribute to the overall
quality of life in the County.

Support the update of a housing study focusing
current and projected needs related not only the
needs for such housing but the social-economic
impacts. Encourage local zoning to allow housing
where appropriate and/or the redevelopment of
such areas whose uses are no longer viable.

Access to reliable and
affordable Broadband
internet.

To provide each resident in the
County affordable and reliable
broadband internet access.

Seek out funding sources and beneficial
partnerships to enable the expansion of internet
access to all residents in the County.

Healthcare availability and
affordability.

To assist residents in finding and
acquiring healthcare services that
best fit their needs.

Seek out partnerships with agencies such as Finger
Lakes Health, local healthcare providers and
services to maintain quality and mitigate costs to
residents.

Access to education and
skills training

To ensure that residents have
access to education and skills
training that is affordable and
offers opportunities to find viable
employment and improve their
lives.

Develop beneficial relationships and collaborate
with entities such as the FLEDC, ManPower, FLCC,
and Keuka College in support of their mission to
provide such opportunities to residents.

Social Services for an aging
population and other at-risk
populations.

To provide support for at-risk
populations such as the elderly,
those dealing with addiction and
mental illness.

Continue to explore program and funding
opportunities with such agencies as ProAction, DSS
and local non-for profits to support their efforts.

To continue to maintain County
Roads and highways in an
efficient and cost-effective
manner that does not
compromise quality and safety.

Provide services in accordance with policies
adopted by the County. Encourage local
governments to enact land use controls to guide
growth in appropriate development patterns that
optimize infrastructure investment.

Human Resources and
Development

County Infrastructure
and Services

Ongoing maintenance of
roads and supporting
construction elements
(culverts, drainage, etc.).
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The extent and serviceability
of existing water and sewer
systems.

To provide infrastructure that
provides essential services to
residents, protects the
environment and allows for
future development.

Support development of facilities in accordance
with plan, which minimize environmental
disruption. Work with municipalities to evaluate
existing infrastructure to address development
needs. Support land use plans, which will permit
economical extension of utilities, which promote
phased development and prevent premature
development.

Public Safety and Emergency
Services support.

To fulfill the obligations of
protecting the public, providing
an equitable and accessible court
system and provide support
during emergencies or other
critical events that may occur.

Pursue sources of funding to support the mission
of Public Safety and Emergency Services. Seek ways
to improve efficiency, reduce costs and upgrade
facilities where these benefits are evident. Examine
existing methods of providing services and where
appropriate recommend consolidation or other
changes to achieve the goals.

Addressing the various
modes of traffic in the
County (pedestrian, bicycle,
buggy, farm equipment, cars
and trucks).

To increase access, improve
safety and improve the
transportation of goods and
services throughout the County
and the connection to areas
outside the County.

Study means of traffic interactions in the County
and develop plans to address inadequacies as part
of the road reconstruction capital plan.

Ongoing maintenance of
County Buildings and other
Facilities.

To reduce the life-cycle costs,
waste production and energy
consumption by the County.

Conduct audits of operational and energy costs to
determine where potential savings, efficiencies can
occur and work towards making all County facilities
as Environmentally responsible as possible.
Implement such solutions to provide the greatest
impact.

Local governments are
burdened by providing
services that may be
duplicated by others.

To reduce the cost of providing
services, seek means to deliver
services to residents in a more
efficient manner.

Review potential for shared or consolidated
services provided by local governments, reduce
unnecessary duplication where possible, and
agreed to by local governments in areas such as
police service, highway maintenance, tax
assessments, and community planning, zoning and
code enforcement.
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THE MUNICIPALITIES IN YATES COUNTY:
THE TOWNS:
BARRINGTON:
Barrington is located in the southern part of the County, west of Starkey and north of
Schuyler County. The town was established in 1822 and was part of Steuben County at the
time. In 1826, Barrington was made part of Yates County. The town has a total area of 37
square miles, 35.6 square miles of land and 1.4 square miles of this is water. The west town
line is bordered by Keuka Lake. Major roadways in the town are NY State Route 54 along the
eastern shore of Keuka Lake, NY State Route 14A and NY State Route 230 in the eastern
portion of the town.
As of the last Census the population was estimated to be 1,396 people, 490 households and
381 families living in the town.
Communities located in Barrington are: the hamlet of Barrington, Crosby, Crystal Spring and
Porter’s Corner.

38 | P a g e

39 | P a g e

BENTON:
Benton is located in the northeastern part of the County, bordering the Town of Potter to the
west and Ontario County to the north. The town was formed in 1803 from the Town of
Jerusalem before the formation of Yates County. In 1818, the town was reduced to create the
Town of Milo to the south and again in 1851 to create the Town of Torrey to the southeast
along the shore of Seneca Lake. The town has an area of 44.44 square miles with 41.47 square
miles of land and 2.96 square miles of water.
Major roadways in the town are NY State Route 14 along the eastern portion in north-south
direction, NY State Route 14A in the western portion and NY State Route 364 which crosses
the southwest corner.
Benton’s population according the last Census is 2,640 with 864 households and 642 families
living in the town.
Communities located in Benton are: Angus, Bellona, Bellona Station, Benton, Benton Center,
Ferguson Corners and Kashong Point. It should be noted that a small portion of the Village of
Penn Yan is located in the south of Benton.
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ITALY:
The town of Italy is located in the southwest portion of the County, bordering Ontario County
and Canandaigua Lake to the west and Steuben County to the south. The town was formed in
1815 from the Town of Naples in Ontario County. Italy became a town in the new Yates
County in 1823. The town has an area of 40.26 square miles with 40.14 square miles of land
and .12 square miles of water.
As of the 2010 Census, the town had a population of 1,141 persons, 421 households, and 293
families living in the town.
Communities located within Italy are: Italy (formerly called Italy Hollow), Italy Hill, ItalyNaples, Woodville and Sunnyside.
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JERUSALEM:
The town of Jerusalem is on the south border of the County and borders Italy to the west,
portions of the west and east branches of Keuka Lake, including the “Bluff”, the towns of
Potter and Benton border the town of the north and a small portion of the Village of Penn Yan
to the northeast. The town was founded in 1789 and was the original town of what would
become Yates County. The Bluff Point area was annexed in 1814. Jerusalem was divided to
form other towns within the County: in 1803, the Town of Benton was created and from there
other towns were created. The town currently has an area of 65.4 square miles, with 58.9
square miles is land and 6.5 square miles is water. The major road in the town is NY State
Route 54A, a noted Scenic Byway.
As of the 2010 Census, the population 4,469, 1,606 households and 1,117 families living in the
town.
Communities located in Jerusalem are: Bluff Point, Branchport, Darby Corners, Friend,
Guyanoga, Keuka Park, a portion of Penn Yan, and Yatesville.
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MIDDLESEX:
The town of Middlesex is located on the northwestern corner of Yates County, with its
western border formed by Canandaigua Lake, Italy to the south and Potter to the east.
Ontario County forms the northern border of the town. Middlesex has an area of 34.1 square
miles of which 30.88 square miles is land and 3.23 square miles is water. The major road in
the town is NY State Route 364 running north-south through the town.
As of the 2010 Census, the population was 1,345, 521 households and 376 families living in
the town.
Communities located within the town are: Middlesex, Pine Corners, Rushville (that borders
Ontario County and is split between Middlesex and the Town of Gorham in Ontario), Valley
View, Vine Valley and Williams Corner.
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MILO:
The town of Milo is located in the eastern portion of Yates County and has Keuka Lake on its
wester border and Seneca Lake to the east. Starkey and Barrington are to the south with
Torrey and Benton to the north. The substantial portion of the Village of Penn Yan resides in
the town. The town comprises an area of 44.33 square miles, of which 38.43 square mile is
land and 5.9 square miles is water. Major roads in the town are NY State Route 14A, 14 and
Route 54.
As of the 2010 Census, the population is 7,006 with 2,824 households and 1,790 families living
in the town. A substantial portion of this number is the Village of Penn Yan.
Communities that area located in the town of Milo are: Himrod, Keuka Mills, Mays Mills, Milo,
Milo Center, Milo Mills, the Village of Penn Yan, Randall Crossing, Second Milo, Seneca Mills,
Thayer Corners, Townsend Corners, and Willow Grove.
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POTTER:
The town of Potter is located on the northern end of Yates County, between Middlesex to the
west and Benton to the east. Potter was founded in 1832 from the Town of Middlesex. In
1856, an additional portion of Middlesex was added to Potter in the southwestern corner.
Potter has an area of 37.24 square miles. Major roads in the town are NY State Routes 364
and 247.
As of the 2010 Census, the population was 1,830 persons with 583 households and 464
families living in the town.
Communities located in Potter are: Cole Corners, East Potter, Potter, Rushville, Voak, and
Yatesville.
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STARKEY:
The town of Starkey is located in the southeastern portion of Yates County and has Schuyler
County on the southern border, Seneca Lake on the eastern border, Milo to the north and
Barrington to the west. Starkey was founded in 1824 when it became part of Yates County.
The town is 39.1 square miles in area with 32.83 square miles of land and 6.38 square miles of
water. Major roads in the town are NY State Route 14 running north-south on the eastern
portion and NY State Route 14 A running across the town and through the Village of Dundee.
The population of Starkey as of the 2010 Census was 3,571 with 1,243 households and 856
families living in the town.
Communities residing in Starkey are: Dundee, Glenora, Lakemont, Rock Stream, Shannon
Corners and Starkey.
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TORREY:
The Town of Torrey was formed in 1851 from parts of the Town of Benton and the Town of
Milo. It is located in the eastern portion of the County with Milo the south and west and
Benton to the north and west. Seneca Lake forms the eastern border of Torrey. The town is
33.67 square miles in area with 22.76 square miles of land and 10.91 square miles of water.
Major roads in Torrey are NY State Route 14 on the eastern portion of the town, running
north-south; and NYS Route 54 crossing the town in a west-east direction.
The population of Torrey as of the 2010 Census was 1,280 with 477 households and 361
families living in the town.
Communities located in Torrey are: Dresden, Milo, Ryal Corners and Townsend Corners.
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THE FUTURE OF YATES COUNTY: TRENDS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Who would have predicted events and trends of the recent past that effect Yates County today?
Trends of population, land use, development, the economy and the environment have all seemed to
have blended as a result of the pandemic and governments’ response to it. Eventually, the crisis will
pass but the after effects will remain for much longer. Changes in how we conduct business, provide
services and searching for ways to reduce costs while not compromising County operations will be of
paramount importance --- ever more so now.
What opportunities lie ahead for Yates County? Lakefront property development and pressures on
adjacent farming parcels will become more prevalent as populations no longer need to be linked to a
bricks-and-mortar job location. With that comes the need for broadband internet access and the idea
that this is now longer an amenity but a necessity for the health of the economy. The shift from
industrial and product manufacture to tourism will likely continue with potential opportunities to
participate in the ‘internet economy’ of shipping goods and products as well as technology jobs that
can be performed anywhere.
No matter what the future holds the values and character of what makes Yates County an attractive
place to live, work should be nurtured, and ways to improve and enhance the County should be
sought out and enabled wherever possible.

YATES COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
The five categories of this plan: Agriculture and Land Use, Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection, Economic and Community Development, Human Resources and Development, and lastly
County Infrastructure and Services help organize and define issues that are of interest and concern in
Yates County, formulate goals related to those issues and propose policies and strategies to execute
wherever practicable. This resulting policy document, while not all-encompassing, seeks to provide
support in efforts not just by the County but for related agencies such as Soil and Water, Cornell
Cooperative Extension, and non-for-profit agencies that have partnered with the County to provide
housing and transportation services to residents.
Nearly 5 decades have passed since the original planning document was drafted for the County and
Yates County has continued to change and evolve, responding to the needs of its population and to
those of the municipalities where appropriate. The common thread in the proposed policies and
strategies used to achieve the goal can be defined in the words cooperation and collaboration.
Where previously stated goals and objectives, such as providing for public transportation, have been
realized there will always be new issues and challenges to face. The past few years have seen
substantial changes in the climate, introduction of new technologies such as solar power, the internet,
personal computing to name a few. The societal and health issues brought on by the pandemic have
shown the value in planning for the possibilities and being ready to meet those issues directly and
effectively. The role that County government has in relation to these issues and how it interacts with
other municipalities is guided by an adopted comprehensive planning and policy document that is able
to adapt and change as needed.
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REFERENCE DOCUMENTS:
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEW PROCEDURE:
The Comprehensive Development Plan embodies the Board of Legislator's recommendations
of physical as well as cultural development proposals for Yates County. The Legislators are the
representatives of the public and as such elected to implement various developmental
actions. In doing this they will many times have a profound effect upon the stature of the
future community and the actions necessary at that time (e.g. highway maintenance, etc.).
The Plan once finalized and adopted by the Legislature, will serve as a guide for legislative
decisions along physical and cultural developmental lines. The County requested that it be
prepared for this reason.
It is recognized however that some of the recommendations included in the Plan do not fall
under the County Legislature's direct jurisdiction. They have been included because: (1) it was
felt that they were important enough that a general policy statement regarding their status
was in the best interest (2) those agencies, organizations, local governments and individuals
having direct jurisdiction many times wish to know County policy on a certain issue; thereby
affecting their own developmental decisions.
Affecting a broad range of developmental decisions as it wills it is presumed that one would
understand the necessity to keep the Plan current. That is, to represent current legislative
policy and new developmental projections. For instance as new legislators are elected policy
on certain issues may change. Also, after the Plan has been in effect for a while, the goals and
objectives previously stated may have been attained or changed as A result Of new economic
conditions, recent population increases or decreases, etc. For reasons such as these, and to
insure that the Plan will be used and not "shelved' we propose the following review and
amendment procedure be incorporated into the resolution that adopts the Plan. Wo believe
this will keep- Plan issues and projections current and mL it a viable part of the yearly capital
budgeting process.
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Annual Review
Once a year legislators should reexamine the Plan and consider possible amendments. This
will not only keep Plan issues and projections current but will keep the policies fresh in
legislator's minds and the legislative thinking.
1. Review of the Yates County Comprehensive Development Plan will be held each
year at the September legislative meeting; prior to budget hearings and, as such,
will also reexamine the need for specific capital improvements over the coming
years.
2. The review will be a work session for the County Board and other County
agencies.
3. Amendments, policy changes and new projections may be made at this time.
4. The County Planning Board should be available to make the formal presentation
and offer certain amendments for legislative consideration.
Five Year Plan Update:
Five years from the day the Plan was adopted there should be a general overhaul of
the entire document; including new surveys, updated forecasts and the results of
major alternatives. It is recognized that some of the proposals and policy issues will
remain current, however annual review alone cannot change the general attitude of
the Plan, and such change may be necessary. Gradual changes are many times
almost imperceptible and must be compared to several years back.
1. Such a review should be prepared by the Planning staff on behalf of the Board of
Legislators.
2. The same general procedures that went 4nto constructing the original Plan should
be initiated. e.g.:
A. identification of County goals, objectives and policies
B. gathering of current information
C. public informational meetings and debate.
D. document construction
E. presentation and adoption by Legislature

3. A new Plan document should be published and the old one retired.
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Amendments:
Annual review and five-year reconstruction are not the only times when the Plan may be
amended. While using the Plan to make developmental decisions legislators may find sections
to be unwieldy or even undesirable. Or very possibly some new community happening may
alter the relevancy of Plan elements". If these things occur, the Plan should be amended
immediately to keep it current with the legislative body's thinking and new conditions in the
County.
1. The Planning office or Board of Legislator's office may accumulate amendment
recommendations from the Legislators, planning board, general citizenry, etc.
2. The amendments should be described and proposed for debate and action at upcoming
Board of Legislator's and Planning Board meetings.
INTRODUCTION
Previous discussions in the County's planning work program have outlined the
various elements of the comprehensive plan and their preparation. It has also been
pointed out in another study that there are a number of tools which are available to the
community to help implement its plans. Agreement has been reached that the purpose
and value of plans are in their use as guides to help shape the community.
As the planning process has proceeded, the information gained has helped to provide a
better understanding of the nature of the community. The interdependence between the
physical, economic, and human/social aspects of the community are being increasingly
recognized and discussed. These discussions point up the fact that plans must become
accepted and used as an integral part of the decision-making process. That is, planning is an
activity to be carried on continuously as a series of related actions and decisions based on
information; organized around and in furtherance of established community objectives.
EXISTING COUNTY PLANNING BOARD ORGANIZATION:
The Yates County Planning Board has been created by the county legislature under
the provisions of Article 12.B of New York General Municipal Law. Provisions of the state
enabling legislation are generally permissive, giving the county legislature the authority to
undertake planning on an optional basis. Once the county planning board is created it
remains primarily an advisory body. It has the authority to undertake planning programs
and make recommendations to the Legislature. There is little incentive in the current
legislation for plans once prepared to be adopted or followed.
Change is continually occurring, and the county and its municipalities tend to become
more complex. The planning enabling legislation under which the county operates, has
generally been in existence for some time and seeks ways to monitor and react to the
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changes ongoing in the community. It has been generally recognized that there is need for
a continuous evaluation process as a prerequisite for effective planning.
The Yates County governmental structure includes the County itself, the governments
of the nine Towns and four Villages, 4 school districts and 25 special purpose districts. There is
some delineation and separation of functions by government. Some functions such as the
police power of the various land use controls is primarily a responsibility of local government.
Other functions are shared by local and county governments and/or the county has review
powers over local government actions.
It has been noted elsewhere that a variety of implementation tools exist -- each
tailored to give direction to a community's programs. it is often necessary for a community
to make use of a variety of tools to best execute an effective community development
program. Under the current legislative framework however, most of the implemented tools
are adopted at community option.
It will be seen that there has been active participation on the part of Yates County's
communities to make use of the tools available to them. Over the past 50 years, every
municipality has drafted and adopted a Comprehensive Plan, many of them with the
assistance of the Genesee/Finger Lakes Planning Council. The G/FLPC has provided valuable
resources and training for municipalities and their boards on zoning and land use. The
County Planning department routinely provides training on such issue and offers assistance
to any municipality in regards to zoning and land use planning.
These land use controls are primarily a function of Town and Village government, but
the county does have some role to play. Under the provision of sections 239m and 239n of
New York's General Municipal Law, the County planning board must be given an
opportunity to review and comment on certain zoning and subdivision proposals as
specified in the law. The county planning board also has a special responsibility within the
area wide review process established by Circular A-95 of the U.S. Office of Management
and Budget. Circular A-95 implements legislation requiring review of applications for
federal assistance. Applications for many categorical grant programs and the newer
community development block grant programs must be submitted for comment to a state
and a regional clearinghouse. The Genesee/ Finger Lakes Regional Planning Board is the
area wide clearinghouse for the area including Yates County. Any application which it receives affecting Yates County is referred to the county planning board as the entity in the
best position to evaluate a project for consistency with county and local plans, or conflict or
duplication with other projects or programs in the area.
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IMPROVING PLANNING COORDINATION
The governmental structure within Yates County has been examined above and in
other portions of the planning program. This structure has changed little over time. Towns
and Villages historically came into being to serve the needs of people at a time when
mobility was limited. Communities of small size had to exist relatively independently when
people were limited to travel within the capabilities of foot or animal power. The many
changes in technology over the past century have resulted in rapid changes in numbers and
types of occupations and amount of mobility. There is now a greatly increased flow of
people, goods, money, events, and problems across the boundaries of political jurisdictions.
Governmental structure has remained relatively unchanged while the society has
undergone great evolution. These changes are bringing recognition that there is an
increased need for coordination to provide for better development of the larger Yates
County Community.
Improving Coordination Within the Existing Framework
It has been pointed out that existing legislation places the county planning agency largely
within advisory and coordination roles. There are specific provisions providing for county
review of certain actions by municipalities. Within these advisory roles there are many
actions which the county may take to improve coordination.
Preparation of the comprehensive plan has resulted in collection and analysis of
considerable information. Considerable study and discussion have been generated within
the planning board, a prerequisite to gaining an understanding of the community and
arriving at recommendations for proposed courses of action. Citizen participation has been
solicited through planning workshops and coverage by the press. Actions accomplished
during the preparation process must now be reoriented and utilized to improve
coordination. Following are specific actions or programs which may be considered:
1.
Education and information programs for planning boards, legislators, and
citizens should continue. A periodic reassessment of accomplishments is needed.
Understanding should be developed that the purpose of plan preparation -including all the information collection -- is to help develop recommendations which
may be implemented.
2.
Planning should be conceived of as a process -- utilized regularly for rational
decision making. This implies a continuing activity because change will always be
occurring and updating of information is necessary to assure that decisions are
always made from a current basis.

3.
A continuing program of citizen participation needs to be developed to
assure coordination of all viewpoints. Some possibilities are:
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Expand opportunities to serve on committee and study groups. Consider
expanding the committee structure of the county planning board on a functional
basis. Invite persons from outside the planning board to serve on committees where
there is a particular area of interest or expertise. The people who have been
organized on the Yates County Community Agencies Steering Committee are an
excellent example of interest in the human-social services area.
a.

Elicit interest and comment on planning proposals and issues through wider
dissemination of information and alternatives via the newspapers, radio, and special
printed distributions. With the advent of social media and the adoption of electronic
means of reaching the public, these may also be used.
b.

c.

Make presentations directly to local governing and planning bodies.

Information -- current and factual -- is always being needed by public and
private agencies and developers to be used as background for decision making. The
county's planning department is the logical repository and source for much of this
information. To be effective, such information must be available and, in a form,
usable by the recipient. Presentation of plan proposals and trend information
correlated together is most useful to help a developer reach a decision consistent
with the community's development plan. The best use of the information will be
obtained if it is always readily available, current, and reasonably displayed. The
county planning department is also able to coordinate consistent development with
neighboring counties and the larger region by discussions with those counties and
the Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Board. Information from the files of the
G/FL Urban Regional Information System can be requested, to assist in complex
decisions.
4.

Other departments of county government, local governments, and several
public and private agencies have differing but interdependent roles to play in
community development. Effort should be made to identify and include all those
entities in planning decisions as much as possible.
5.

The planning board is given the opportunity to review and comment on all
projects affecting Yates County submitted under the provisions of U.S. OMB Circular
A-95. County review procedures should assure that maximum opportunity is
provided for input of all local opinion to assure balanced presentation of the county
interest.
6.

Publicizing of plans, goals, and recommendations needs continuing
attention. There needs to be a systematic ongoing program to make plans widely
known and kept before the public. Ongoing activities must be related to plans.
Availability of the planning agency for information and services must be advertised,
and information must be made available as requested. Be specific in helping the
public understand that implementation of plan proposals is designed to help attain
individual goals.
7.
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Many governmental decisions affecting people are made at the local level. It
follows that decisions should be better if based on better information. It has been
indicated previously that there is wide variation in the amount of guidance in use by
local government. A lack of effective guidance there will weaken programs at the
county and regional level because effective action depends on coordination. It is
recommended, therefore, that a systematic program be adopted that will undertake
educational and assistance programs to strengthen local programs consistent with
county programs. In the rural portions of the region especially, there is a need for
education to help people understand changes occurring and help to condition
themselves to change. Community leaders need to become more future oriented
and understand that their community is part of a larger whole. There may need to
be new relationships with governmental structures and more extensive use of
professional assistance.
8.

Coordination with other County Planning Departments in order to share
information, resources and experience. A central communication system using email
has been created by the NY Planning Association and a video conferencing resource
has been used to enable monthly meetings of the departments across the State in
the time of the pandemic in order to promote this information sharing and training
on many subjects related to the efforts in Planning and County government.
9.
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YATES COUNTY DEMOGRAPHIC DATA:
County-wide data based on the 2010 US Census and projections.
Population:
Population estimates, July 1, 2019, (V2019)

24,913

Population estimates base, April 1, 2010, (V2019)

25,364

Population, percent change - April 1, 2010 (estimates base) to
July 1, 2019, (V2019)
Population, Census, April 1, 2010

-1.8%
25,348

Age and Sex
Persons under 5 years, percent
Persons under 18 years, percent
Persons 65 years and over, percent
Female persons, percent

6.2%
22.0%
21.3%
51.3%

Race and Hispanic Origin
White alone, percent
Black or African American alone, percent(a)
American Indian and Alaska Native alone, percent(a)
Asian alone, percent(a)
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, percent(a)
Two or More Races, percent
Hispanic or Latino, percent(b)
White alone, not Hispanic or Latino, percent

96.8%
0.9%
0.3%
0.8%
Z
1.2%
2.3%
94.8%

Population Characteristics
Veterans, 2014-2018

1,510

Foreign born persons, percent, 2014-2018

1.5%

Housing
Housing units, July 1, 2019, (V2019)

13,955

Owner-occupied housing unit rate, 2014-2018

79.2%

Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2014-2018
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$128,800

Median selected monthly owner costs -with a mortgage, 20142018

$1,160

Median selected monthly owner costs -without a mortgage,
2014-2018

$515

Median gross rent, 2014-2018

$753

Building permits, 2019

127

Families & Living Arrangements
Households, 2014-2018
Persons per household, 2014-2018

9,029
2.63

Living in same house 1 year ago, percent of persons age 1
year+, 2014-2018

90.6%

Language other than English spoken at home, percent of
persons age 5 years+, 2014-2018

15.1%

Computer and Internet Use
Households with a computer, percent, 2014-2018

79.9%

Households with a broadband Internet subscription, percent,
2014-2018

71.8%

Education
High school graduate or higher, percent of persons age 25
years+, 2014-2018

86.2%

Bachelor's degree or higher, percent of persons age 25 years+,
2014-2018

24.4%

Health
With a disability, under age 65 years, percent, 2014-2018
Persons without health insurance, under age 65 years, percent

7.5%
8.4%

Economy
In civilian labor force, total, percent of population age 16
years+, 2014-2018

58.5%

In civilian labor force, female, percent of population age 16
years+, 2014-2018

53.6%

Total accommodation and food services sales, 2012 ($1,000)(c)

22,715

Total health care and social assistance receipts/revenue, 2012
($1,000)(c)

64,065

Total manufacturers shipments, 2012 ($1,000)(c)
Total merchant wholesaler sales, 2012 ($1,000)(c)
Total retail sales, 2012 ($1,000)(c)
Total retail sales per capita, 2012(c)

188,491
40,999
208,863
$8,241

Transportation
Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16 years+,
2014-2018
Income & Poverty
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22.1

Median household income (in 2018 dollars), 2014-2018

$54,343

Per capita income in past 12 months (in 2018 dollars), 20142018

$27,512

Persons in poverty, percent

12.7%

BUSINESSES
Businesses
Total employer establishments, 2018
Total employment, 2018
Total annual payroll, 2018 ($1,000)

528
5,233
175,844

Total employment, percent change, 2017-2018

4.6%

Total nonemployer establishments, 2018

2,032

All firms, 2012

1,925

Men-owned firms, 2012

1,039

Women-owned firms, 2012

557

Minority-owned firms, 2012

F

Nonminority-owned firms, 2012
Veteran-owned firms, 2012
Nonveteran-owned firms, 2012

1,779
316
1,421

GEOGRAPHY
Geography
Population per square mile, 2010
Land area in square miles, 2010

75.0
338.14

FIPS Code

(a)Includes persons reporting only one race
(b)Hispanics may be of any race, so also are included in applicable race categories
(c)Economic Census - Puerto Rico data are not comparable to U.S. Economic Census data

Credit: US Census Bureau.
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30,000

Yates County Population Trends
Population

Growth

15.00%

Growth Rate

25,000

10.00%

20,000

5.00%

15,000
0.00%
10,000
-5.00%

5,000

-10.00%

0
1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2010 2018
-5,000

Year
Population
Growth
2018
24,841
-111
2017
24,952
-71
2016
25,023
-57
2015
25,080
-68
2014
25,148
-59
2013
25,207
-127
2012
25,334
-115
2011
25,449
74
2010
25,375
2,565
1990
22,810
1,351
1980
21,459
1,628
1970
19,831
1,217
1960
18,614
999
1950
17,615
1,234
1940
16,381
-467
1930
16,848
207
1920
16,641
-2,001
1910
18,642
-1,676
1900
20,318
-683
1890
21,001
-86
1880
21,087
1,492
1870
19,595
-695
1860
20,290
-300
1850
20,590
146
1840
20,444
1,435
1830
19,009
Yates County Population Data from 1830 to 2018. (provide table/chart name).
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-15.00%
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Survey data curtesy of Point2.
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Map of Yates County Natural Resources (NYS DEC).
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County Comprehensive Plan Survey Results: Total number of surveys received – 201.
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Yates County
New York

Total and Per Farm Overview, 2017 and change since 2012
% change
since 2012

2017
Number of farms Land in

of state agriculture
2 Percent
sales

867

-6

114,922

-9

of farm (acres)

133

-4

Total

($)

farms (acres) Average size

Share of Sales by Type (%)
Crops
Livestock, poultry, and products

Land in Farms by Use (%)

114,657,000

-2

825,000

-24

7,360,000

+49

Total farm production expenses

86,449,000

+4

Cropland
Pastureland
Woodland

Net cash farm income

36,393,000

-8

Other

Market value of products sold
Government payments
Farm-related income

Per farm average

+4

10,058

+46

Farm-related income

15,694

+37

Total farm production expenses

99,710

+10

Net cash farm income

41,976

-3

Government payments

7

Land Use Practices (% of farms)

(average per farm receiving)

Farms by Value of Sales

No till
Reduced till
Intensive till
Cover crop

10
18
51
39

Farms by Size
Number
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72
6
15

1% of land in farms

132,245

Less than $2,500
$2,500 to $4,999
$5,000 to $9,999
$10,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $99,999
$100,000 or more

a

Acres irrigated: 628

($)

Market value of products sold

41
59

115
39
69
82
82
98
382

Percent of Total a
13
4
8
9
9
11
44

Number
1 to 9 acres
10 to 49 acres
50 to 179 acres
180 to 499 acres
500 to 999 acres
1,000 + acres

78
189
437
133
18
12

Percent of Total a
9
22
50
15
2
1

Yates County
New York, 2017
Page 2

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold
Sales
($1,000)
114,657

Rank
in
State b
19

Counties
Producing
Item
61

Rank
in
U.S. b
1,018

Counties
Producing
Item
3,077

Crops
Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, dry peas
Tobacco
Cotton and cottonseed
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, sweet potatoes
Fruits, tree nuts, berries
Nursery, greenhouse, floriculture, sod
Cultivated Christmas trees, short rotation
woody crops
Other crops and hay

47,247
14,038
3,796
21,497
3,936

17
15
24
7
15

61
55
60
60
60

1,123
1,274
401
109
432

3,073
2,916
323
647
2,821
2,748
2,601

5
3,975

50
38

53
55

583
640

1,384
3,040

Livestock, poultry, and products
Poultry and eggs
Cattle and calves
Milk from cows
Hogs and pigs
Sheep, goats, wool, mohair, milk
Horses, ponies, mules, burros, donkeys
Aquaculture
Other animals and animal products

67,410
2,702
16,306
47,755
68
235
234
109

19
13
8
19
34
25
28
34

58
57
55
51
55
54
55
34
58

747
679
936
169
1,009
681
856
722

3,073
3,007
3,055
1,892
2,856
2,984
2,970
1,251
2,878

Total

Total Producers c

1,495

Percent of farms that:

Sex
Male
Female

937
558

Have internet
access

40

Age
<35
35 – 64
65 and older

394
833
268

Farm
organically

12

Sell directly to
consumers

19

Race
American Indian/Alaska Native
Asian
Black or African American
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
White
More than one race

2
1,493
-

Other characteristics
Hispanic, Latino, Spanish origin
With military service
New and beginning farmers

13
47
470
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Hire
farm labor

32

Are family
farms

99

Top Crops in Acres d
Forage (hay/haylage), all
Corn for grain
Corn for silage or greenchop
Grapes
Soybeans for beans

25,874
11,226
6,900
5,987
5,935

Livestock Inventory (Dec 31, 2017)
Broilers and other
meat-type chickens
Cattle and calves
Goats
Hogs and pigs
Horses and ponies
Layers
Pullets
Sheep and lambs
Turkeys

1,371
30,953
376
204
943
82,637
421
1,785
137

See 2017 Census of Agriculture, U.S. Summary and State Data, for complete footnotes, explanations, definitions,
commodity descriptions, and methodology.
a May not add to 100% due to rounding. b Among counties whose rank can be displayed. c Data collected for a maximum of four
producers per farm.
d
Crop commodity names may be shortened; see full names at www.nass.usda.gov/go/cropnames.pdf. e Position below the line
does not indicate rank. (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. (NA) Not available. (Z) Less than half of
the unit shown. (-) Represents zero.

End of Document.

78 | P a g e

